
---   30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time ---      
(Year B - October 25, 2009.) 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:                                                                                                              ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.   
 Seek the Lord and his strength,  
 seek always the face of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
 The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death, and 

brought us life through his gospel. 
  Alleluia! 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:    
All Saints 
 1st Reading:    Apoc 7:2-4,9-14 
 2nd Reading:   1Jn 3:1-3 
  Gospel:    Mt 5:1-12 
 

Reflection...  (by Richard Leonard SJ) 

One Monday, three priests, a Franciscan, a Dominican and a Jesuit were having a hard time on the golf course. The golfers in front of the 
priests were the slowest and worst they had ever seen. Golf balls were going everywhere. Against golfing etiquette, the group never asked the 
priests to ‘play through’. By the 18th hole the priests were furious. At the clubhouse, just as they were going over to blast the group, they were 
told that the men were blind. The Franciscan, moved with remorse at how they had spoken about the group, said to the Dominican and the 
Jesuit, ‘I am going to say Mass every day that God may grant them a miracle and restore their sight’. The Dominican, equally filled with regret, 
told the Jesuit and the Franciscan that he was going to get the blind men an appointment with the best eye surgeon in town. The Jesuit, 
however, looked at the Franciscan and the Dominican and declared, ‘I can't see why they don't play at night!’  

To have any type of disability in first century Palestine not only meant financial hardship, but social segregation. Because Jesus' contemporaries 
did not understand the causes of disability and illness they assumed it was, to some degree, a curse sent by God in punishment for sins. They 
also thought the curse could be caught. So the blind, the lame, the crippled, the leper and the bleeder were desperately poor and socially 
outcast. Incredibly in our day, with all our supposed sophistication, some Christians have made similar statements about God cursing gay 
people with AIDS. Given the way Jesus acts toward those he encounters with illness, we know that God never sends disease as a curse for sin.  

Bartimeaus is, however, a desperate man and in the story he acts desperately, calling out until he is heard. And in one of the strangest 
questions in the Gospel, Jesus asks a blind man what it is he wants. Maybe Jesus wants Bartimaeus to name his deepest desire. Maybe Jesus 
knows that it is, often, the unseen hurt that is the most diseased and needs healing first. Whatever of his motives, Jesus' question gives the 
man dignity.    

American dramatist, Michael Moynahan, has written a moving play entitled Bartimaeus which centres around that pivotal question, ‘What do you 
want me to do for you?’. The action of the parable, as we have it in the Gospel, freezes when Jesus puts the question.  (Cont'd P4) 
 

 

 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER:   
God our Father, bless this parish so that we may 
love you more.  Help the parents to be a good 
example to the children and our youth to grow in 
strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care.  To 
the sick grant health, to the aged bring serenity 
and to those in sorrow, joy.  May we grow 
stronger in faith and may our love for one another 
become deeper in our daily living.  Amen.  

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live 
out our mission in the Church, and in the world.  
Help all your people to know their vocation in life 
and assist them to live it well.   
For your greater glory and for the service of your 
people, call many to be priests and religious.  
Give those whom you call the grace to respond 
generously and to persevere faithfully.  We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS: 
Lord our God, 
You guide Your people by the ministry of Priests. 
 

Keep them faithful in obedient service to you, 
that by their life and ministry, they may bring 
you glory in Christ. 
 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

PARISH PRIESTS: Frs Gerard Keith & Mick Fitzpatrick - Phone 5278 1343  
 

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215  
 Phone: 5278 1343    Fax: 5278 4618    Email:  cluster@netspace.net.au 
OFFICE HOURS:  Mon-Wed 9am-4.30pm (Closed 1-2pm for lunch), Thurs 9-12noon, Fri 9.30am-2.30pm  
 

OFFICE MANAGER: Trish Stickland -  Phone 5278 1343 (email: cluster@netspace.net.au) 
COMMUNITY WORKER: Len Monk -     Phone 5278 2966 (email: lenmonk@netspace.net.au) 
LITURGICAL CO-ORDINATOR: Frank Kearney -  Phone 5278 1343 (email: frankkearney@netspace.net.au) 
THANKSGIVING CO-ORD: Helen Brislane -   Phone 5278 1343 (email: helenbrislane@netspace.net.au) 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family -    Brian Everett Separation St, Bell Park  Phone 5278 4634 
 Holy Spirit -   Mary Abbott  Minerva Rd Manifold Hts  Phone 5229 8298 
 St Patrick’s -    Basil Flynn  Petrel St, Geelong West  Phone 5229 4412 

Incorporating the Parishes of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul’s Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts. 

Web Page Address: 
www.pastoralclustergeelong.org 

---   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ---      
(Year B - November 8, 2009.) 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:                                                                                                              ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:                                                                                                                                         
 Let my prayer come before you, Lord;  
 listen, and answer me. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
 Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Happy the poor in spirit; 
 the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
  Alleluia! 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:    
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1st Reading:    Dan 12:1-3 
 2nd Reading:   Heb 10:11-14,18 
  Gospel:    Mk 13:24-32 

Reflection...  (by Richard Leonard SJ) 

In today's Gospel Jesus lines up the religious leaders of his day and lets them have it with both barrels. It may come a surprise 
to learn that hypocrisy is the sin Jesus condemns most frequently in the Gospels. He could not bear it. And nor should we.  
Being powerful and rich is not a problem in itself. As with all gifts, it is what we do with them that show us up for who we are. 
The problem with religious, political, social or even family power, and the wealth that can come from it, is that it is so seductive. 
The more powerful and rich we become, the more we can think everything is our due. We can take our eye off the Giver of all 
gifts and avoid our responsibility to share with those who are left with nothing.  

In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus does not praise the widow because she is poor. There is no nobility in poverty. Jesus praises her for 
being generous and he indicates how the poor teach the rich about what really matters in life. This story teaches a similar lesson.   Centuries 
ago, the Pope decided that all the Jews had to leave Rome. Naturally there was a big uproar from the Jewish community. So the Pope made a 
deal. He would have a religious debate with a member of the Jewish community. If the Jew won, the Jews could stay. If the Pope won, the Jews 
would leave.  The Jews realised that they had no choice. They looked around for a champion who could defend their faith, but no one 
volunteered. It was too risky. So they picked Moshe, an old, poor man. Moshe had nothing to lose so he agreed, but on one condition. Not being 
a learned man he asked that neither side be allowed to speak. The Pope agreed. 

The day of the great debate came. Moshe and the Pope sat opposite each other for a full minute before the Pope raised his hand and showed 
three fingers. Moshe looked back at him and raised one finger. The Pope waved his 
fingers in a circle around his head. Moshe pointed to the ground where he sat. The 
Pope pulled out a wafer and a glass of wine. Moshe pulled out an apple.  The Pope 
stood up and said, 'I give up. This man is too good. The Jews can stay.' 

An hour later, the cardinals were all around the Pope asking him what happened. 
The Pope said: 'First I held up three fingers to represent the Trinity. He responded by 
holding up one finger to remind me that there was one God common to both our 
faiths.  (Cont'd P4) 

PARISH PRAYER:   
God our Father, bless this parish so that we may 
love you more.  Help the parents to be a good 
example to the children and our youth to grow in 
strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care.  To 
the sick grant health, to the aged bring serenity 
and to those in sorrow, joy.  May we grow 
stronger in faith and may our love for one another 
become deeper in our daily living.  Amen.  

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live 
out our mission in the Church, and in the world.  
Help all your people to know their vocation in life 
and assist them to live it well.   
For your greater glory and for the service of your 
people, call many to be priests and religious.  
Give those whom you call the grace to respond 
generously and to persevere faithfully.  We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS: 
Lord our God, 
You guide Your people by the ministry of Priests. 
 

Keep them faithful in obedient service to you, 
that by their life and ministry, they may bring 
you glory in Christ. 
 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 



RRROSTEROSTEROSTER   FORFORFOR N N NEXTEXTEXT S S SUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, , , NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER 15, 2009. 15, 2009. 15, 2009. 
(3rd Sunday of the Month) 

 
HOLY FAMILY 8.00AM 9.30AM 
Commentators K Saunders L Lehpamer 
Lectors B Rainbow H Verdnik, T McMahon, L Lehpamer 
Special Ministers A Vanjek, C Marcantonio, P Walsh C&J Taylor, G de Palma, Sr Concepta, E Glynn 
Welcomers R&L Allum E Dalton, G Carmody 
Piety Stall A&LVanjek E Hoffman 
Flowers (Group 4) N Ingles, M Law, V Seljak  
HOLY SPIRIT: 6.00PM 11.00AM 
Commentators Sr J McGonigal    
Lectors M Ercoli G Brown 
Special Ministers G Wright P Murfitt 
Welcomers C Horan, C Canny, V Logan B Gorman, I Cleary, L Coles, V Trinder 
Projectionist T Dunlop T Cleary, D Brown 
Ss PETER & PAUL’S: 5.00PM  11.00AM 
Commentators L Middleton 
Readers M Gifford 
Special Ministers K Maddalena, B Ditkun, M Sleeman 
Welcomers  
Sacristan N Neeld 
Projectionist 

AS A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: 
 

RECENT DEATHS:  

ANNIVERSARIES:  

BAPTISMS:     

PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Kathleen Lewis, Wendy Commons, Tom Cleary, Brian Shaw, Margaret Donaghy, Rita Ambrose, 
Alan Mee, John Kennedy, Rita McDonald, Felix Capicchiano, Toni Siketa, Jordan Willis,  Elena 
Cattanach, Margaret Mayne, Verlie Molloy 

When you have recovered from  illness, please phone the Pastoral Cluster Office on 5278 1343. 

The Pastoral Cluster at PrayerThe Pastoral Cluster at Prayer  
 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Holy Family, Bell Park: Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West: 
English… 8am and 9.30am (Sunday) 6.00pm Sat  5.00pm Sat  
  11am - 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 11am - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
    9.30am -  Italian Mass at St Patrick’s 
Croatian… 11.30am (1,3,4,5th Sunday), 12.30pm (2nd Sunday) - Slovenian…11.30am (2nd Sunday)    
   

WEEKDAY MASSES: 
Holy Family: 9.15am Tues, 9.15am Thurs 
Holy Spirit: 9.00am Wed, 11am Fri and 9am Sat.  Reconciliation after Saturday Mass 
 

Grace McKellar Centre:  10.15am - 1st, 3rd, 5th Tues;  Maryville Nursing Home:  11.15am Wed;  
Multicultural Centre:  1.30pm - 1st Fri 
Vincentian Village:  3.00pm - Mon  
 

COMMUNAL PRAYER: 
Mon... Holy Family Women’s Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre 
Tues... Meditation Group 5.30pm Holy Family Community Centre 
Wed... Prayer of the Church Before 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
Wed... Holy Family Women’s Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre 
Thurs... Italian Prayer Group 10.00am St Patrick’s Chapel 
Fri... Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament After 11am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
Fri... Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church 
Sat... Rosary After 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
 
OUR LADY’S STATUE:    
If anyone would like to have our Lady’s Statue or if you could spare an hour a month to help Tina Montalto, ph 5278 9314. 



Recurring Activities in the Cluster: 
. Holy Family:   BBQ lunch -  third Sunday of each month at the Community Centre from 12noon 
. Holy Family:   Women’s Group first Monday evening of each month at the Community Centre 7.30pm   
. St Vincent de Paul -  Holy Family meet 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at the Community Centre, 7.30pm 
     Ss Peter & Paul’s meet 2nd and 4th Thursdays 2pm in the Small Hall 
     Holy Spirit meets 1st and 3rdTuesdays 7.00pm in Holy Spirit Hall 
. Baptism Preps - 2nd and 4th Mondays 7.30pm in the Community Centre 
. Children’s Liturgy - Holy Family -  1st and 3rd Sunday at 9.30am Mass (during school term) 
    Holy Spirit -  1st and 3rd Sundays at 11am Mass (during school term) 
    Ss Peter & Paul’s- 2nd and 4th Sunday at 11.00am Mass (during school term) 
. Playgroup -   Holy Spirit School -  Monday 9.30am-11.30am.  0-5 years Indoor/outdoor play.  Ph 5278 3558 or mob 0400 722 726  
. Manifold CWL -  Pastoral Cluster Centre, First Tuesdays in the month 
. Italian Mass at St Patrick’s Chapel - First Thursday of the month 
. Geelong Stroke Support group for survivors, partners, carers & families meet in the Ss Peter & Paul’s Hall. 
. Catholic Deanery Solo Group:  Dinner at Desma’s every 1st Tuesday of the month at 6.30pm.  Bookings phone 5278 2712. 
. Ss Peter & Paul's Luncheon:  Second Sunday of each month, 12noon in the small Hall. 
. Catholic Diners' Club:  Second Tuesday of each month, 6pm at Dromoland.  Dinner & Guest speaker.  Ph Patti on 5229 9963 
.    Pastoral Cluster Community Kitchen:  Each Monday at Ss Peter & Paul's small hall starting at 10am.  Contact Cath O'Reilly 5243 3341 

Cluster News: 
 

 

ANOINTING MASSES: 
Tuesday Nov 24... 11am      - Ss Peter & Paul's with a luncheon to follow in the Hall. 

 
 

 



Holy Family: 
 ANOINTING OF THE SICK & SENIOR PARISHIONERS LUNCHEON:  A warm invitation is extended to all Senior Parishioners to 

attend the Mass and Luncheon on Saturday Nov 28 commencing with Mass at 10.30am and Luncheon at 12noon.  If you wish to 
attend please place your name on the sign-up board (white form) in the Narthex and indicate if you require transport on the day.  To 
assist with catering please place your name on the sign-up board (pink form) in the Narthex.  Your assistance is welcomed and your 
support valued. 

 

Ss Peter & Paul’s: 
 As part of our celebration for the Year of the Priest, Fr Mick and Fr Gerard are hoping to visit families for dinner across the three 

parishes.  November is the month for Ss Peter & Paul’s.  Fr Gerard is available for four dinners on Wed Nov 11, Tues Nov 17, Wed 
Nov 25 and Mon Nov 30.  Fr Mick is available on November 12, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27.  Please phone Fr Gerard and Fr Mick if you would 
like to invite them to one of the dinners on these days.   

 
 

Stewardship Program: 
Thankyou to all the parishioners who attended our Information Meeting last Thursday night and who have volunteered to help with the 
Program.  Thankyou also to all those who helped out at the Working Bee last Wednesday.  All parishioners are reminded to collect their 
Brochure Letter today after Mass.  All letters are in STREET ORDER. 
All school families will have received their letter through the school.  Please help us to keep our postal costs to a minimum by dropping any 
letters off to parishioners that live in your street.   
Please complete the Time and Talent sheet and the Pledge slip, and return to the Parish Office during the coming week.  There will also be an 
opportunity to pledge at all Masses next weekend. 
If there is no letter with your name, please write your details on the clipboard provided and take a ‘spare’ letter. 
 
 

CALENDAR OF DATES AND EVENTS: 
Nov 7/8... Saturday and Sunday - Our Response Weekend; (Visiting speaker) Our Practical Response 
Nov 10... Tuesday - Distribution Meeting; Home visiting begins 
Nov 16... Monday - First Card Report; Early report of Home Visits 
Nov 18... Wednesday - Program Social Night; Final return of cards 
Nov 26... Thursday - Wills Information 
Nov 28/29... Saturday and Sunday - New Commitment Begins 
Please Note that this year's Thanksgiving Campaign has meant that our Bereavement Masses have moved from the first weekend 
in November to the weekend of Nov 14/15.  At these Masses those deceased people from the parish will be remembered 
specifically and there will be an opportunity to pray for others who have died, similar to previous years. 
 

Community Dates: 
Nov 15... ANNUAL MASS FOR DECEASED STUDENTS & STAFF OF ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE:  2pm in the College Chapel.  All 

welcome! 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(/Cont'd from P1) 

Then I waved my finger around me to show him that God was all around us. He responded by pointing to the ground, showing that God was 
also right here with us. I pulled out the wine and the wafer to emphasise the Eucharist. He pulled out an apple to remind me of original sin. 
He had an answer for everything.' 

Meanwhile, the Jewish community had crowded around Moshe, amazed that this old, poor man had done what all their scholars had insisted 
was impossible!  What happened?' they asked. 'Well,' said Moshe, 'First, he said to me that the Jews had three days to get out of here. I told 
him that not one of us was leaving. Then he told me that this whole city would be cleared of Jews. I let him know that we were staying right 
here.' And then?' asked a woman. 'I don't know,' said Moshe. 'He took out his lunch and I took out mine."  

May this Eucharist, then, give us strength to avoid being seduced by power, riches and greed. May we use whatever gifts we receive to build 
up the entire human family and may we never stand condemned by Jesus for coming here each Sunday and saying one thing, and then 
leaving here and doing the very opposite. 


