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Reflection by Richard Leonard

| read the other day a true story
about a baby girl who was seriously ill in
a Neonatal ICU. The paediatric
specialist said there was very little hope.
The baby’s five-year-old brother,
Michael, kept begging his parents to let
him see his sister. ‘| want to sing to her’,
he kept saying. Children were not
allowed in the ICU, but Michael’s mother
eventually insisted that he be able to see
his sister.

When he got to the humidicrib he sang:
‘You are my sunshine, my only
sunshine, you make me happy when
skies are grey’. The nurse reported that
as Michael sang, the baby’s pulse rate
began to calm down and become
steady. ‘Keep on singing, Michael’,

encouraged his mother with tears in
her eyes. ‘You never know, dear, how
much | love you. Please don’t take my
sunshine away.” The baby recovered
and left the hospital three weeks later.

| am not pretending for a moment that
Michael's song healed his sister, but
we should never underestimate the
power of human support and love. It
helps us to be healed.

The Gospel story of the healing of the
deaf mute is striking because it is one
of the few stories where the crowd
makes the request of healing from
Jesus. This is understandable given
that the man cannot speak for himself,
but the scene, as Mark writes it, is very
touching. Mark tells us that the crowd
brought the man to Jesus. ‘They’ beg

Jesus to heal him, ‘they’ are ordered
not to tell anyone about the miracle,
but ‘they’ go straight out and tell
everyone about it.

What happens there is what happens
here every Sunday. Coming to Mass is
not a private affair. It is not my Mass,
my prayer, my Church. The pronouns
we use reveal a lot about our attitudes.
It's our Eucharist, our prayer and our
Church. Within the Mass there are
opportunities for private prayer, but
Eucharist is, essentially, an action of
the assembled community. In our own
way we bring the deaf and the mute to
Jesus each time we gather. This is
what the Prayers of the Faithful are all
about. This is why they are so
important. /Contd P4

- 23" Sunday in Ordinary Time -

(Year B - September 6, 2015.)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right;
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
Praise the Lord, my soul!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good
News of the kingdom and
healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

NEXT WEEK’'S READINGS:
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1st Reading: Is 50:5-9
2nd Reading:  James 2:14-18
Gospel: Mk 8:27-35

PARISH PRAYER:

God our Father, bless this parish so that we
may love you more. Help the parents to be a
good example to the children and our youth
to grow in strength as good Christians.

Encircle our families with your loving care.
To the sick grant health, to the aged bring
serenity and to those in sorrow, joy. May we
grow stronger in faith and may our love for
one another become deeper in our daily
living. Amen.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and
live out our mission in the Church, and in the
world.

Help all your people to know their vocation
in life and assist them to live it well.

For your greater glory and for the service of

your people, call many to be priests and
religious.

Give those whom you call the grace to
respond generously and to persevere
faithfully.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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WEEKEND MASSES:

Holy Family, Bell Park:

English...

8am and 9.30am Sunday
Croatian... 11am Sunday

The Pastoral Cluster at Prayer

Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts:
6.00pm Saturday

Slovenian.. 12.15pm every 2nd Sunday of the month

WEEKDAY MASSES:

Holy Family:
Holy Spirit:

Grace McKellar Centre:

Multicultural Centre:
Vincentian Village:

BAPTISMS:

COMMUNAL PRAYER:

9.15am Tues, 9.15am Thurs

9.00am Wed, 11am Fri and 9am Sat. Rec
10.15am - 1st, 3rd, 5th Tues; Maryville
1.30pm - 1st Friday;

1lam 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays

Ss Peter & Paul's, Geelong West:
5.00pm Saturday
11am 2nd & 4th Sundays

onciliation after Saturday Mass
Nursing Home: 1lam 1st & 3rd Friday

3.00pm 1st & 3rd Monday, (2nd & 4th Communion Service)

1st & 3rd Sundays 12noon at Holy Spirit, 2
3rd Sunday 2pm at Holy Family

nd & 4th Sundays 12noon at Ss P&P,

Mon... Holy Family Women's Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre
Tues... Meditation Group 5.30pm Holy Family Community Centre
Wed... Prayer of the Church Before 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church

Wed... Holy Family Women'’s Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre
Thurs... Italian Prayer Group 10.00am St Patrick’s Chapel

Fri... Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament After 11am Mass Holy Spirit Church

Fri... Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

Sat... Rosary After 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church

OUR LADY’S STATUE:

If anyone would like to have Our Lady’s Statue or if you could spare an hour a month to help, ph Tina Montalto on 5278 9314.

AS A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:

RECENT DEATHS:
ANNIVERSARIES:

BAPTISMS:
PRAY FOR THE SICK:

Please note:

Giuseppe Barbagallo and Veronika Riedl

Norm Keith, Giuseppe Santoro, George Bollard, Catherine Conway, Angelo & Elodia Capra,

Teresa Valitutti, Imelda Wood, Marie Casey, Jose

Antonio Ferreira, William Dempsey, Veronica

Voogles and 1st anniv of Mate Druzic and Augusta de Jesus Pinto

Memphis Napoli and Samuel Parsons

Gerradine Barry, Tamara Harkness, Sara Hoe, Ted Conole, Eileen Cotter, Cheryl & Joe Lambert,
Theo DaCosta, Barbara Mason, Anita Capicchiano, Andrew Murray

After approx five weeks names will be deleted from the sick list. Please phone the office on
5278 1343 if you wish names reinserted.

Roster for Next Sunday, September 13, 2015

HOLY FAMILY
Commentators
Lectors

Special Ministers
Welcomers
Projectionist

HOLY SPIRIT:
Commentators
Lectors

Special Ministers
Welcomers
Projectionist

Ss PETER & PAUL'S:

(2nd Sunday of the Month)

8.00AM

R Allum

F O'Neill

R Allum, J Genova, C Marcantonio
C Marcantonio,

R Allum

6.00PM

D Ryan

J Ryan

R O'Neill, E Ryan, Sr Noelle
M Brown

J Lynch

5.00PM

Commentators
Lectors

Special Ministers
Welcomers
Projectionist

A Hubbard
P Power, P Hubbard
P&A Hubbard, P McGlinchey

9.30AM

C Simpson

D Lunn, A Negro

H Verdnik, M Baird, J Sheahan, M Perera,
V Resciniti, E Glynn

C Resciniti

11.00AM

E Strzelecki

M Martin, A Kissane

E Strzelecki, L Fossey,

M Broekman, D Dougherty, L Fossey
R Martin




RECURRING AcTIvVITIES IN THE CLUSTER:

Pastoral Cluster Luncheon... First Sunday of each month at the Holy Spirit Hall from 12noon. BYO food and drink to share.
Holy Family Luncheon.. Third Sunday of each month at the Community Centre from 12noon. BYO casserole & drink to share.
Holy Family Women’s Group... First Monday evening of each month at the Community Centre 7.00pm
St Vincent de Paul... Holy Family meet 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at the Community Centre 7.30pm.
Holy Spirit meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7.00pm in Holy Spirit Hall
Legion of Mary... Every Friday 9.30am in the Holy Family Community Centre
Baptism Preps 4th Mondays 7.30pm in the Community Centre
Holy Family Choir Practice... Every Wednesday night at Holy Family Church 7pm
Manifold CWL... Holy Spirit Hall, 1st Wednesdays in the month
ltalian Mass... First Thursday of the month in St Patrick’s Chapel
Catholic Diners’ Club... Second Tues of each month, 6pm at Berkeley Lodge. Dinner/Guest Speaker - ph Terry on 5221 7339

If you wish to know more about these groups, as well as about our Sacramental Program for children in non-Catholic schools, our
Baptism and Wedding procedures, our Partnership with the Columbans in the Philippines and so on, please visit our webpage:

www.pastoralclustergeelong.org

Cluster Peos:

INVITATION TO SPONSOR A PEW AT Ss PETER & PAUL'S: (Six available for sponsorship)

The refurbishment and restoration of Ss Peter & Paul’s is almost complete and many people have affirmed

the beauty of the work done. We have received expressions of interest from some parishioners to

sponsor a pew. The rationale is three-fold:

1. To assist with covering the cost of the refurbishment of the pews

2. Provide people with an opportunity to support a Church that has such a strong and positive
association for them

3. To have a perpetual remembrance.

On the practical details the sponsorship would be $750 per pew. A small plague, similar to the ones at

Holy Family, will be installed at the end of the pew and the selection of the seat will be done randomly.

Trish Stickland will be overseeing this project in my absence and she can be contacted for further details

on 5278 1343.

FATHER’S DAY - SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR PRIESTS RETIR EMENT FOUNDATION:

This Annual Special Collection for the Priests’ Retirement Foundation cares for 87 Melbourne priests who
are retired because of age or ill health. Please use the envelopes provided, as donations of $2 or more
are tax deductible. If a receipt is not wanted you may donate loose on the plate when the Second
Collection is taken up. Thankyou for caring for Priests.

THANKYOU:
To Fr George O’Connor who has celebrated Masses over the past five weekends in the absence of Fr
Gerard. Fr Barry Caldwell will help us during September and October.

HOLY FAMILY WOMENS GROUP:
Our next meeting will be held on Monday Sept 7. We will be having a Pizza evening. A heads up for
October 5 - a leisurely chat night with Bingo to boot!

CLUSTER LUNCHEON:

This Luncheon is being held this Sunday, Sept 6, in Holy Spirit Hall . All are most welcome to attend.
This is a regular occurrence which is held on the first Sunday of each month.

Cluster Dates for Diary

Sept 10... Fr Mick’s Mates Movie Night
Oct 31... Fr Mick’s Mates Intersection Collection
Nov 3... Melbourne Cup Luncheon

Nov 7/8... Remembrance Masses

Nov 15... Kristmas for Kuya Luncheon - Capri Receptions
Nov 28... Cardinal Rodriguez @ St Mary's

Dec 12... Holy Family Mass of Anointing and Luncheon




Community Fetws:

Sept 9...

Belmont. Members please attend and bring a plate.
Sept 13...

or visit memorywalk.com.au
Oct 16-17...

KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS: Monthly meeting next Wednesday 7.30pm in Clairvaux meeting rooms

ALZHEIMER’S AUSTRALIA MEMORY WALK & JOG: Raising Funds and Awareness for Dementia - Eastern Park
Geelong for all ages and fitness levels. Register now - adult $25, conc$15, family $60, corporate $85. Call 9816 5746

HEART WOMENS CONFERENCE 2015: Fairfield RSL, Sydney NSW - A time to come together as women to be
refreshed and renewed in our busy lives. Spoil yourself; dream again; feel loved, honoured and cared for. Register:
TheCatholicGuy.tv/heart, email heart @thecatholicguy.tv or ph 1300 734 880 for more details.

ST MARY’S PARISH is seeking a suitable person for the position of

week (flexible) and remuneration will be by negotiation. Responsibilities involve general administrative supervision of the Parish office,
direction of maintenance and compliance issues, and co-ordination of banking and finance. Accounting knowledge and experience would
be helpful. The successful applicant would be required to commence in December. Written Expressions of Interest and/or applications
(with CV’s and Referees) should be marked “Confidential” and sent to:

September 30, 2015.

THE GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS: Come join us for a 2-
course evening meal, stimulating guest speakers and the
opportunity to meet new friends, all for only $30. We meet the
second Tuesday of each month at Berkeley Lodge on Pakington
St.  For more information and reservations, please ph Terry on
5221 7339 and check out our website: catholicdinersclub.org

Parish Business/Office Manager. The position is for 3 days per

St Mary’s Parish Office, 150 Yarra St, Geelong 3220 by

Fr Mick’s Mates

Our primary motivation is to support cancer
research. For every $5,000 we raise a resear
award is dedicated to Fr Mick’s Mates - youl
ongoing support makes this possible.
The Movie Night is one way we raise thes
- tickets available for sale after all

September 10, 2015

Tickets on sale aiter all Masses

/

MOVIE FESTIVAL funds
for Masses this weekend.
Fr Mick®s Mates Thankyou for your support!
==

Tickets still available -

“wnme" aneLand Tom > Session 1 ... 4pm
ere... St Mary's Plaza :
Thealre & Session 2 ... 7pm
Hibernian Hall Contact:
Cost... ?ﬁl‘;ér“;g';'&"’;ea and Noreen Haberman 5229 9352
Coee served David Lunn 0408 378 982
between sessions Trish Stickland 5278 1343

We appreciate and look forward to your support

St @?éy

STEWARDSHIP CORNER -

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs
of the kingdom that he promised to those who love him?” (James 2:5)

What is more important - being rich in faith or rich in possessions? Society
teaches us that possessions are most important.
lesson. When we are rich in faith we know that material things really do not
matter and we are more willing to share what we have.

God teaches a different

! /From P1...

I When we visit another parish we can tell
I a lot about it by the care with which the
| intercessions are composed and
i compiled. If they only attend to the needs
- of the parish and never with the wider
I Church or the world, if they focus on the
I needs of the Catholic world and never
| with the plight of those in crisis, who may
i not share our faith or may hold to another
i or no faith, it says so much.

: The Church has always believed in the

power of intercessory prayer. Not that God
needs to be reminded what our world needs.
God knows that better than we know it. But
intercessory prayer sorts our priorities and
establishes who has a claim on our affections
and concerns. It also enables others to know
that we stand in solidarity with them.

And miracles still happen when we are one
with those for whom we hope and pray.
Sometimes the first miracle that occurs is that

we notice the needs of some group!
beyond our immediate circle. Their|
suffering moves us and we choose to help;

them. |

Let's pray in this Eucharist that Christi
removes our blindness, opens our ears:
and loosens our tongues so that we!
speak up for those who are most in need!
of a healing word that brings them justice|
and peace. i

ch




