st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

. . Web Page Address:
PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634
Holy Spirit Rachel HoldsworthMinerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298
St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412

As A CoMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:

RECENT DEATHS: David Burnes; Stjepan Siljac; lan Turner; Veronika Leban

ANNIVERSARIES: Walter Augustyn; Bozo & Lucija Cacic; Ana Cengija; Pat McGlinchey (Snr); Kristian Verdnik;
Giuseppe Santoro ; llario Preiato (1st Anniversary); Damiano Fazio (25th Anniversary);
Francesco Alteri (25th Anniversary)

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Lorraine McDonald; Denise Pollard; Chris Uroda; Fr Kevin Dillon; Jacinta Pankhurst

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!
St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable....
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times, and must also be
accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

We acknowledge the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the traditional
custodians of the land we stand on, and pay tribute to the unique role they play in this region.

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME PARISH PRAYER:

31 August 2025—(Year C) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our
youth to grow in strength as good Christians.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all the \ Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant

health, to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.
May we grow stronger in faith and may our love for one another

day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full or mercy to all who call to you.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: become deeper in our daily living.
God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our
mission in the Church, and in the world.

Help all your people to know their vocation in life and assist them
to live it well.

For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call
many to be priests and religious.

Take my yoke upon you; learn from me,
for | am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia!

TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:

1st:  Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 1st: Wisdom 9:13-18 Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and
2nd:  Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 2nd: Philemon 9-10, 12-17 to persevere faithfully
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.




9 What is Alpha! explore life, faith, meaning

¢ Share a meal with others, watch a short video and engage in open discussion
in a friendly and non-judgemental environment.

Whatever your faith background, whatever your walk of life, there is always a seat for you at Alpha.
Just come and see!

MONDAY NIGHTS STARTING SEPTEMBER 15 @ 7PM - HOLY FAMILY PARISH CENTRE Ef—ﬁ@
147 SEPARATION ST, BELL PARK. : LY —
- .

Cost? It’s FREE! REGISTER VIA QR CODE OR SIGN UP SHEET AT MASS or BY PHONE 5278 1343

For more info visit Alpha.org.au [=]
ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(1st Sunday of the Month)
Ss PETER & PAUL'S - 5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT - 11AM
Commentators P McGlinchey C Nielson
Lectors P Balkin M Kroger
Special Ministers M Kroger
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist M Carson A Zarb
Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators J Siketa
Lectors M Bird, S Costa
Special Ministers E Karakchi; B Kline; S Fernando
Welcomers K McArthur
Projectionist C Resciniti
Co-Ordinators C Simpson; B Kline
St Michael’s Parish at Prayer
WEEKEND MASSES:
Holy Family, Bell Park: Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:
English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm

Croatian 5.00pm Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.

BAPTISMS:  Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:

Tuesday  Meditation Group  5.30pm Parish Community Centre
Legion of Mary 10.00am Parish Community Centre

Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY:
Our Lady’s statue is ready to be taken to your home call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505.
We will collect Our Lady’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY:

The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am. We meet in the St Michael’s Parish Meeting room, next to Holy Family Church.




+ 2025 Archbishop’s Campaign:

The 2025 Archbishop’s Campaign is now underway, and we ask everyone to consider a pledge to support the vital
B‘B ministries of our Archdiocese. These ministries are outlined in the Campaign brochure which you will find in your
ig,’, pew and in the foyer today. Gifts of $2 or more are tax-deductible. Tax-deductible donations go to the Archbishop’s
- Charitable Fund which supports the Corpus Christi College Building, the Priests’ Retirement Foundation, John
Pierce Centre, Melbourne Overseas Mission, University of Divinity Building Fund as well as Catholic community
agencies and service organisations through annual grants. Non-tax-deductible donations go to the Catholic

Archdiocese of Melbourne Religious Projects Fund and support seminarian formation and evangelisation ministries. Please review
the campaign material and prayerfully consider pledging a recurring monthly gift to help us continue to strengthen the Christian faith
and address the needs of God’s people. Tear-off pledge cards are attached to the campaign envelopes in the church. You can also
make a gift online at melbournecatholic.org/archbishopscampaign or via the QR codes on the campaign materials.

[ invite you to give generously to this important campaign.

Your completed pledge cards or donations will be collected after Communion in the extra Collections this weekend.

DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Sept 7... Father's Day

Sept 10... Confirmations in the Parish - Holy Spirit School

Sept 15... Alpha Program begins

Sept 28...St Michael's Parish Feast Day Celebrations - 10am Mass at Holy Family Church followed by Parish celebration.
Oct 15... Confirmations in the Parish - St Patrick’s School & Parish Group

Oct 24... Confirmations in the Parish - Holy Family School

Nov 1&2... Annual Bereavement Masses in the Parish

Nov 4... Melbourne Cup Day Luncheon - Holy Spirit Church Hall

Nov 20... Taize Prayer Night - Holy Spirit Church 7-8pm

Nov 27... Jubilee Pilgrimage by bus to St Mary’s Church West Melbourne & St Patrick’s Cathedral

St Michael’s PNetws:

.

VINNIES RECRUITMENT ‘DRIVE’: The St Michael’s Parish Conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society is looking for people to join
them in assisting the less fortunate within the Parish. To this end, a poster has been put on display at the door of each Church. There
is a QR code located on the poster and if you are at all interested, please scan and open that QR code for further information on
‘Vinnies” activities. You may also consider joining Society members at their meetings, which are held on the first and third Tuesdays of
the month beginning at 4pm; Parish Community Centre, 147 Separation Street, Bell Park or, send an email expressing your interest to
bellpark.conf.pres@svdp-vic.org.au.

CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next cuppa
after the 11am Mass at Holy Spirit Church on Sunday Sept 7.

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GROUP: Lunch, this Monday September 1; 12.30pm at the Great Western Hotel. See you all there!

ST. MICHAEL’S WOMEN’S GROUP: Our next get-together will be afternoon tea on Wednesday Sept 3rd, Holy Spirit Hall, Bostock
Ave, Manifold Heights. All St Michael's Parish ladies are most welcome. Details, Bernadette 0417 514 598.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS - SPRING 2025: The theme ‘Voices of hope’, Explorations: A Christian vision of hope’. Please take home
a copy available at all churches.

ST MICHAEL'’S PARISH FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS: On Sunday September 28, our Parish will celebrate it's Feast Day. On this
day only, there will be a one-off change to the scheduled Masses and times. There will be just the one Sunday Mass, 10am, Holy
Family Church and no 11am Mass at Holy Spirit Church. At the conclusion of Mass, we invite you to stay for a BBQ. The 5pm
Mass on Saturday evening, September 27 at Ss Peter & Paul's Church will go ahead as normal.

Community Netws:

*

GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS CLUB: You are warmly invited to join us for a social get-together for food and friends at our dinner on
Tuesday September 9, 6pm at the Great Western Hotel, “Western Room”, cnr Aberdeen St & Shannon Ave Newtown. Purchase of
meals and drinks at your own cost. To RSVP, please phone or text to Joan 0429 215 111 or Michael 0431 959 584 by September 5.

SACRED HEART COLLEGE GEELONG ALUMNI CELEBRATION: For students who attended the College up to and including 1974.
Bring all your peers and good cheer! In celebration of the Golden years: Sunday Nov 16, 2025 for a sit-down lunch at the school.
(enter via Aphrasia st) 12.00-3.30pm. Please be seated by 12.15pm for 12.30pm lunch. Main course and Dessert $30 per person.
Optional tour to follow. To book your ticket, telephone the Alumni and Development Office: Jo Welch: 03 5222 0464 or https:/
www.trybooking.com/DBNRV RSVP before Sunday 14 September 2025.

JUBILEE MASS WITH ARCHBISHOP PETER COMENSOLI: You are warmly invited to a very special occasion at Holy Trinity Church
Queenscliff as we welcome Archbishop Peter Comensoli to celebrate Mass in our parish in the Jubilee Year of Hope 2025. This Mass
will also be a wonderful opportunity to honour and celebrate Father's Day. Sunday September 7 at 11am. Following the Mass, please
stay and join us for a friendly cuppa and light refreshments.




SOCIAL JUSTIC SUNDAY-31 AUGUST 2025

Social justice Sunday is observed every year on the final Sunday of August. This year's commemoration falls on August 31. The Catholic
Church in Australia has a long tradition of commemorating Social Justice Sunday. The Catholic Bishops have issued an annual Social
Justice Statement practically every year since 1940. The social justice remarks are made on behalf of the entire bishops’ conference in
time for Social Justice Sunday. These declarations are issued with the hopes of provoking thought and action throughout the year. The
theme for this year is “Truth and Peace: A Gospel Word in a Violent World”. To access a copy, please visit the online link https:/
www.catholic.au/s/article.Social-JusticeStatement.

Reflection by Richard Leonard

One of the most basic human responses to anything new is to ask, ‘What's in it for me?’ We would like to think our motives are pure and
our interests are for others, but there is often a nagging voice reminding us that selfish desires are never far from the surface. That said,
we all know heroic individuals who care for sick spouses or children, who go to faraway places to give those in need their time and talent
or who stay at home and do the same in their local neighbourhood. That's what makes them heroic. There is nothing in it for them; they
are drawn by bonds of love, faith or by a desire to create a better world.

There are at least two ways we can hear Jesus' words in today's gospel. The first is as a strong challenge about social justice.

National boundaries mean nothing to God. All people are equal in God's sight, so the banquet Jesus refers to has implications for how we
share the riches with which we have been blessed with others in the world. The poor, crippled, lame and blind of our world are the majority
of God's children who mainly live in the Third World. They are our brothers and sisters. At the banquet of life Christians are called to give
priority to the needs of these people, not only because they have a just claim on our resources, but also because they can't do anything
for us in return. They purify our motives. When we link our concern, time, talent, career, and money with these children of God, we tame
that nagging question, ‘What's in it for me?’ with a firm reply, ‘Very little — except God's justice.’

A somewhat comforting angle to take on this gospel is more psychological. Many of us, when we come to God at any time, try to dress
ourselves up to look better than we are! This gospel reminds us that at Christ's banquet, however, it's not the poised and perfect who are
most welcome, but the vulnerable. What does this mean for us who pray and celebrate the Eucharist? That God embraces those parts of
us that are in greatest need of his love and healing — where we are poor, crippled, blind and lame.

We know this it is true because if Jesus is telling us to host the poor and broken at our tables, then as the perfect host he must do exactly
the same with us at this Eucharistic meal as well.

When | was a child we referred to our finest clothes as our ‘Sunday best’ and we wore them proudly to Mass. Not only did we look good,
we acted the part as well. Everyone was on best behaviour for the entire parish to see. Now, | have nothing against dressing with care and
behaving well at Mass; it can be a sign of our self-respect, our courtesy toward others and our devotion to God. But God cares more about
what's going on inside us. We can never hide from God, especially at the Eucharist because we have been invited to be here, not as we
would like to be, but as we are.

May this Eucharist — this taste of heaven's justice — give us renewed courage to think beyond our self and national interests, and show to
others the hospitality of God that has been lavished on us. May we discover that where faith is concerned, the answer to ‘What's in it for
me?’ is ‘More than we can ever hope or imagine.’

© Richard Leonard SJ

Reflection by Nick Brodie

Pope Leo encourages the Church’s bishops to live ‘a life of evangelical poverty’. As the pope explained in a jubilee meditation, each
bishop should exhibit ‘a simple, sober and generous lifestyle, dignified and at the same time suited to the conditions of the majority of his
people.’

‘The poor must find in him a father and a brother,” the pope continued, ‘and never feel uncomfortable in meeting him or entering his home.
In his personal life, he must be detached from the pursuit of wealth and from forms of favoritism based on money or power. The bishop
must never forget that, like Jesus, he has been anointed with the Holy Spirit and sent to bring good news to the poor (cf. Lk 4:18).

As we reflect on this week’'s Gospel we might ask ourselves how these words apply to each one of us too. Are we called to rise above
others, or to stand with them? Are we bringers of hope in our own time and place?

And in a particular way we might also pray for our bishops, that they may be given the grace to heed the pope’s advice and follow Christ's
commission. May we also have the grace to support them in turn when they do.

© Nick Brodie




