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this for as far as they could see.  

The man was astonished. ‘What in heaven’s 
name is in that can you sprayed on the 
Easter Bunny?’ The woman showed the 
man the label. It said: ‘Hair spray. Restores 
life to dead hair. Adds permanent wave.’  

For many of our children the bunny and its 
eggs are the most important thing about 
Easter. Over the millennia, Christianity has 
had a gift for domesticating local traditions 
and festivals, bringing them on board and 
making them our own. The name Easter 
comes from the Anglo Saxon spring festival 
in honour of the goddess Eostre. Her symbol 
was the rabbit and the giving of eggs were 
signs of new life bursting forth as winter 
withdrew. These associations only make 
sense in the northern hemisphere, but we 
can see why the early Christians could be so 
adaptable and inculturated with this local 
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festival.  

In both hemispheres Christians today 
celebrate Jesus being raised from the 
dead. In the New Testament there are two 
traditions about how the disciples come to 
know about Jesus’ resurrection: the empty 
tomb and the apparitions of Christ.  

Today’s Gospel belongs to the empty tomb 
tradition. On Magdalene’s urging, Peter 
and John run to the tomb, find it empty and 
come to at least an initial belief about the 
resurrection of Jesus.  

We do not believe that God simply revived 
Jesus’ corpse in the tomb, as our driver 
resuscitated the bunny in today’s story. 
Easter Sunday does not celebrate the 
resuscitation of Jesus, but his 
Resurrection.  

– /Cont’d P4... 

PARISH PRAYER:   
God our Father, bless this parish so that we 
may love you more.  Help the parents to be a 
good example to the children and our youth 
to grow in strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care.  
To the sick grant health, to the aged bring 
serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.  May we 
grow stronger in faith and may our love for 
one another become deeper in our daily 
living.  Amen.  

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and 
live out our mission in the Church, and in the 
world.   
Help all your people to know their vocation 
in life and assist them to live it well.   
For your greater glory and for the service of 
your people, call many to be priests and 
religious.   
Give those whom you call the grace to 
respond generously and to persevere 
faithfully.   
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

--- Sunday of the Resurrection Sunday of the Resurrection Sunday of the Resurrection---   
(Year C - April 21, 2019) 

  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
 I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. 
 You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
 Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
 This is the day the Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
 let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
 Alleluia! 
  
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:   
2nd Sunday of Easter 
 1st Reading:   Acts 5:12-16 
 2nd Reading:  Apoc 1:9-13,17-19 
  Gospel:   Jn 20:19-31 

Reflection by Richard Leonard SJ 
 

 

A 
 man was driving along the road 
when he saw the Easter Bunny hop 
into his lane. He swerved to avoid 

hitting the bunny, but couldn’t do so. The 
basket of eggs went everywhere. The driver 
felt guilty and began to cry. A woman saw 
the man and pulled over. ‘What’s wrong?’ 
she asked. ‘I accidentally killed the Easter 
Bunny’, he explained. The woman knew 
exactly what to do. She went to her car, 
pulled out a spray can, walked over to the 
bunny, and sprayed the entire contents over 
the little furry animal. Miraculously the Easter 
Bunny came back to life, jumped up, picked 
up his eggs, waved at them and hopped on 
down the road. Not far away the Easter 

Bunny stopped, turned 
around and waved 
again. He kept doing 

We wish all our St Michael’s parishioners a very 
holy and safe Easter! 



                                                      St Michael’s Parish at PrayerSt Michael’s Parish at Prayer    
 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Holy Family, Bell Park:  Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts:  Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:  
English… 8am and 9.30am Sunday           11am Sunday             5.00pm Saturday  
Croatian… 11am Sunday   
Slovenian.. 12.15pm every 2nd Sunday of the month   

WEEKDAY MASSES: 
Holy Family:   9.15am Tues (followed by Novena to St Anthony), 9.15am Thurs 
Holy Spirit:  9.00am Wed, 11am Fri and 9am 1st Sat.  Reconciliation after Saturday Mass 
McKellar Centre:      10.15am - 1st Tuesday (3rd & 5th Communion Service)   
Multicultural Centre:  1.30pm - 1st Friday;   
Elstoft House (formerly Vincentian Village):   3.00pm 1st & 3rd Tuesday, (2nd & 4th Communion Service) 
St John of God Hospital:  11.30am every Thursday in SJOG Chapel 
 

BAPTISMS:  1st & 3rd Sundays 12noon at Holy Spirit, 2nd & 4th Sundays 12.30pm at Ss P&P,  
 3rd Sunday 2pm at Holy Family 
COMMUNAL PRAYER: 
Mon... Holy Family Women’s Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre 
Tues... Meditation Group 5.30pm Holy Family Community Centre 
Wed... Prayer of the Church Before 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
Wed... Holy Family Women’s Prayer Group 10.00am Holy Family Community Centre 
Thurs... Italian Prayer Group 10.00am St Patrick’s Chapel 
Fri... Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament After 11am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
Fri... Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church 
Sat... Rosary After 9am Mass Holy Spirit Church 
 

OUR LADY’S STATUE: 
Mar 31 - April 22:   Bourke family, 36 Pleasant St Newtown 
If anyone would like to have Our Lady’s Statue or if you could spare an hour a month to help, ph Tina Montalto on 5278 9314. 

AAASSS   AAA C C COMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY W W WEEE P P PRAYRAYRAY F F FOROROR:::   
RECENT DEATHS: Adrian Kelly, Jadwiga Mach, Maria Furleo, Joan 

Moro and Mirko Ivas 

ANNIVERSARIES: Rosa Rizzo, Rocco Menchise, Lorenz & 
Katharina Hoffman, Hannah Barr, Betty Murphy, 
Angela Zuclich, Fr Tim Tolan, Giuseppa Pardo, 
John Haines 

BAPTISMS: - 

PRAY FOR THE SICK:   Allan Ansell, Alexander, Sandra Klinge, Greg Malishev, Amalia 
Zaino, Paul Kennedy, Cheryl Lambert, Erin Kinch, Veronica 
Werzak, John McDonald 

Roster for Next Sunday 
(4th Sunday of the Month) 

 

Ss PETER & PAUL’S - 5.00PM  HOLY SPIRIT - 11AM   
Commentators A Henderson M Burn 
Lectors G Tolan J Fraatz 
Special Ministers A Henderson, G Tolan L Fossey 
Welcomers J Cowell D Dougherty 
Projectionist  B Middleton     A Zarb 
Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656 
 

HOLY FAMILY  8.00AM 9.30AM 
Commentators F O’Neill M Lukesic 
Lectors L Kelly M Baird, P Gizycki 
Special Ministers L Sells, E Kelly D Lunn, C Simpson, V Resciniti 
Welcomers E Kelly, L. Allum A Sare, A/I Dugandzic 
Projectionist R Allum                                               C Resciniti 
Co-Ordinator  L. Kelly, 0409 291 138 J Mann, 0488 784 802 



 

St Michael’s News: 
♦ SISTERS OF THE HOLY ANGELS LUNCHEON:   On Wednesday May 1st at 12noon in St 

Michael’s Parish Community Centre , 147 Separation St Bell Park.  Cost $10 - all welc ome!  
(Please note change of venue)  

♦ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:   We are seeking more volunteers to help out with the Communion 
Ministry at McKellar Centre.  Please contact Ray Harrison on 5278 8012 if you are able to help.  

♦ PHILIPPINES PARTNERSHIP 2019 FUNDRAISING:   Sr Kate O’Neill will be home in Geelong in 
June for a few months and will be visiting St Michael’s Parish Community.  The Parish Leadership 
Committee would like to form a Fundraising Committee to organise events during this period.  We 
are seeking your ideas and assistance to help make this a great success, and would love you to 
come on board and be part of our team.  As the saying goes... “many hands make light work”.  
Please contact Bernadette at the Parish Office on 5278 1343 or David Lunn on 0408 378 982. 

♦ PARISH MAGAZINE:   St Michael’s Parish plans to produce a Parish Magazine to help keep us all 
informed about the various activities in the Parish.  We envisage two productions a year.  Step 
One - everything ‘new’ needs a name so there will be a competition to suggest the most suitable 
name, with a prize for the winner!  If you have a suggestion, please leave it with Bernadette at the 
Parish Office before Easter, or email to bellpark@cam.org.au 

♦ ST MICHAEL’S CONVERSATION/CRAFT GROUP:   Ladies - are you interested in meeting new 
people?  Do you want to experience informal conversation practice and improve your conversation 
skills?  We promote cultural inclusiveness and building stro ng St Michael’s Community 
bonds .  Bring along your current craft project, hobby, or just come sit and chat and be part of the 
St Michael’s Conversation Craft Group.  Contact Debbie on 0409 416 945.  We meet at Holy 
Family Community Centre, Separation St, from 2-5pm on  26 April, 3 May, 31 May, 7 June, 14 
June, 21 June.  Further dates will be added later. 

Recurring Activities in St Michael’s: 
 

Rosary...    The Rosary is recited at 8.45am Tues and Thurs in Holy Family Church prior to the 9.15am Masses 
St Michael’s Luncheon…  First Sunday of each month at the Holy Spirit Hall from 12noon.  BYO food and drink to share. 
Holy Family Luncheon..  Third Sunday of each month at the Community Centre from 12noon.  BYO casserole & drink to share. 
Holy Family Women’s Group… First Monday evening of each month at the Community Centre 6.30pm  
St Vincent de Paul…   Holy Family meet 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at the Community Centre 7pm. 
  Holy Spirit meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 5.00pm in Holy Spirit Hall 
Legion of Mary… Every Friday 9.30am in the Holy Family Community Centre 
Baptism Preps 4th Mondays 7.30pm in the Community Centre 
Holy Family Choir Practice… Every Wednesday night at Holy Family Church 7pm 
Manifold CWL… Holy Spirit Hall, 1st Wednesdays in the month 
Italian Mass… First Thursday of the month in St Patrick’s Chapel 
Catholic Diners’ Club… 2nd Tues of each month, 6.15pm at Capri Receptions.  Dinner/Guest Speaker - ph  0431 959 584 

If you wish to know more about these groups, as well as about our Sacramental Program for children in non-Catholic schools, our   
Baptism and Wedding procedures, our Partnership with the Columbans in the Philippines and so on, please visit our webpage: 

www.pastoralclustergeelong.org 

Divine Mercy Sunday - April 28th,  
Holy Family Parish 
1.30pm... Confession 
2.00pm... Exposition Rosary Chaplet Benediction 
3.00pm... Holy Mass 

Enquiries 5278 1343 or Chris 0407 522 055 



 

Community News: 
May 10-26... 11TH ANNUAL WINDFIRE MUSIC FESTIVAL:  Featuring the Geelong Chorale, Wendy Grose, Vicki Hallet, Jacqui 

Dreessens, Maximillian Rudd, Asha Henfry, Exaudi Choir, Mary Doumany, Mark Kruger, Chris Skepper Jazz 
Quintet, Wendy Rechenberg, Sally Wilson, Tom Healey, Massed Choirs of Geelong, Orchestra Geelong, Sonus 
Wind Quintet, Frank DeRosso and many more.  Mother’s Day High Tea with Anna-Lee Robertson and John 
Shawcross, Vocal Workshop with Geelong Harmony Chrorus and free lunchtime Organ Recitals.  More information 
on venues and times visit musicatthebasilica.org.au or phone 0447 238 432.  Tickets from trybooking.com or at the 
door. 

May 13... MOVIE FUNDRAISER - l’Arche Australia and Geelong Faith & Light Friends Group - 6pm at the Pivotonian Cinema.  
Fundraiser for the new Geelong Faith & Light Friendship and Prayer community, for those who have disability and 
their families and friends.  For information on the film night or the new group starting in April, please ph Tricia 
O’Keeffe 0414 672 267.  You can book now at fan-force.com/screenings 

 

 

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate 
Women go to the tomb as dawn is breaking. The Power of Darkness which had Jesus unjustly sentenced, cruelly 
tortured and buried in the pitch blackness of the tomb, is conquered by the Son-Rise of all sun rises flooding our 
world and the whole of human history with Divine Light 
and Energy. 

This is the heart of our faith as Catholic Christians, which 
we celebrate with bon-fire (good fire) in darkness at the 
Easter Vigil. From that earthly element we light the Easter 
candle and the Exsultet is sung: ‘Be glad, let earth be glad as 
glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King.’ 

The resurrection itself is nowhere described in the gospels, 
but we do have appearances of the Risen Lord Jesus. The 
first appearance was to a woman, Mary of Magdala. A title 
given to her by the early church was ‘Apostle to the 
Apostles’ because she was the bearer of the message which 
the male disciples initially did not believe. But eventually 
they too believed that Death had been done to death because 
the Son had risen. 

Christ’s body was transfigured by the energy of Divine 
Love and we can, by grace, participate in that resurrection 
life of Our Lord. A glorious destiny awaits us, as indeed it 
awaits the whole cosmos as it is to be transformed by that 
resurrection life recreating the whole of creation.  

We could take a moment to pray that we, along with all that 
matters, are graced with the life-giving energy of the Risen 
Son and that we may join Mary of Magdala in spreading the 
Good News of Christ’s victory over death. Alleluia! 

/Cont’d from P1... 

We know his ‘glorified body’ was not the 
same as his human body because Jesus’ 
presence could be encountered in several 
places simultaneously and he is reported 
to walk through walls and to vanish. The 
link between both resurrection traditions 
is the importance of Jesus’ death. In the 
empty tomb accounts, as in today’s 
gospel, the writers give us extraordinary 
details about the grave clothes. In the 
apparition narratives there are usually 
references to Jesus’ wounds.  

Whatever way they came to experience 
the Resurrection of Christ, the disciples 
knew that this was Jesus who actually 

died and was buried and that their personal 
encounter was with the one who was 
crucified.  

What God did through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus is what Christians have 
done with local customs and festivals ever 
since: he entered into it, understood it, took it 
on board, domesticated it and vanquished its 
power. As a result we believe that God 
empathises with the full limitations of our 
human mortality and promises to remain 
faithful to us in death as he remained utterly 
faithful to Jesus.  

That is why on this day 1,600 years ago St 
John Chrysostom could say on behalf of us 

all:  

‘Hell took a body, and discovered God. It 
took earth, and encountered Heaven. It 
took what it saw, and was overcome by 
what it could not see. O death, where is 
your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? 
Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are 
destroyed! Christ is Risen, and evil is 
cast down! Christ is Risen, and angels 
rejoice! Christ is Risen, and new life is set 
free! Christ is Risen, and the tomb is 
emptied of its dead; for Christ having 
risen from the dead, becomes the first-
fruit of those who have fallen asleep. To 
Him be Glory and Power forever and 
ever. Amen!’ 

Project Compassion 2019 Prayer... 
 
Creator God, 
 
You are our constant hope! 
In the season of Lent, you call us 
to prayer, fasting and love of those 
most marginalised. 
 
As a community of faith and courage, 
let our gifts to Project Compassion 
be symbols of hope and solidarity 
with our one human family. 
 
Accompany us as we journey with Jesus 
to bring ‘good news’ to all creation and 
ready our hearts to work for the 
common good of all your people 
 
We ask this in Jesus’ name, 
AMEN. 


