st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343
PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634
Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298
St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412
N\
As A CoMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: ~dL~
RECENT DEATHS: Tino Mariangela (Italy); Albina Rosso ’;, ) \\‘

ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gizycki; Adrianna Verhoeven; Torry Holsinger; Clare Bourke; Almor & Jose Mairos; Judite Rosa &
Family; Manuel Almeida & Manuel Aimeida (Jnr); Manuel & Gracinda Oliveira; Benedetto & Anna Belich; Sr Gabriella
McDonald (RSM); Rosaria Traficante; Narciso Baldasso; Giovanni Stranieri; Zygmunt Kakol; Branca Abrantes (1mth)

BAPTISMS: Chance Butler; Oliver & Tommy Jennens; Paddy Page; Alyssa, Skye & Taylor Baulch; Simon Baulch (RCIA); Ashley
Baulch (RCIA); Violet & Oliver Bauer; Maggie & Lenny Moore

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Chris Uroda; Jacinta Pankhurst; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean
Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka)

Welcome! Dear Parishioners, this week we warmly and officially welcome and introduce our Parish Leadership Team Members:
Kanisha, David Lunn, Susanga, David Bauer, John, Colleen, Matt and Bernadette.

We also welcome members of the Hope Team: Anita, Delani, Romain, Kanisha and Susanga.

We sincerely thank them for offering their service to our parish community. As they support our parish in building a community of love,
faith, and strong relationships, may the Lord guide and strengthen them in their ministry.

God bless, Fr Minh.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!
St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.
A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and must
also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!
In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael's Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the

Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their Elders
past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT PARISH PRAYER:
15 March 2026—(Year A) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our youth
to grow in strength as good Christians.

Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health,

44 Sunday of Lent

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful,
all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at

her consoling breast. to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy. May we grow
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want. our daily living. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

| am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our
mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to
know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call many
TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: to be priests and religious.

Ist:  13amuel 16:1,6-7,10-13  1st:  Ezek 37:12-14 Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
2nd:  Ephes 5:814 2nd:  Romans 8:8-11 persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Gospel: John 9:1-41 Gospel: John 11:1-45 Amen.




ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(4th Sunday of the Month)

Ss PETER & PAUL’S—5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT—11AM
Commentators M Gifford S Tighe
Lectors: G Tolan J Fraatz
Special Ministers: P Webb Holy Angels Sisters
Welcomers: L Fossey
Projectionist: B Middleton C Hullin
Co-Ordinator: M Gifford, 5229 1656
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators M Lukesic
Lectors F O'Neill; E Siketa
Special Ministers: D Lunn; C Simpson; V Resciniti
Welcomers: V Resciniti
Projectionist: C Resciniti
Co-Ordinator: C Simpson; B Kline
g WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE

%;z‘z\/\(:@fi} <<= You are warmly invited to share in our Holy Week celebrations 2026
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THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - SECOND RITE:

Tuesday March 31... 7.00pm Holy Family
MASS OF ANOINTING:

Wednesday April 1... 11.00am Holy Spirit, followed by lunch at Holy Spirit Hall.
MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:

Holy Thursday April 2... 7.00pm Holy Spirit Church followed by Adoration until 9.00pm
WAY OF THE CROSS:

Good Friday April 3... 10.00am Holy Family (outdoors—School oval)

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION:
Good Friday April 3...

Includes Communion 3.00pm Holy Family
EASTER VIGIL:
Saturday April 4... 5.00pm Holy Family (Croatian)
7.30pm Holy Family
EASTER SUNDAY MASSES:
Sunday April 5... 9.00am Holy Family
10.00am Ss Peter & Paul’s
11.00am Holy Spirit
5.00pm Holy Family (Croatian) The
. , , Season
Blessing of Easter Food: Saturday April 4... 3.00pm  Holy Family of
Holy Family Ss Peter & Paul Holy Spirit Lent
Separation Street Malone Street Bostock Avenue
Bell Park Geelong West Manifold Heights
Liturgy at St Michael’s:

+ ANOINTING MASS LUNCH: Lunch, following the Anointing Mass on April 1 will be held in the Holy Spirit Hall and everyone is most
welcome. Sandwiches, sausage rolls, tea and coffee are provided and we ask those attending to bring a small plate of something
sweet to share. For more details, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

+ WASHING OF THE FEET AT THE HOLY THURSDAY MASS: If you would like to be one of the twelve and be part of the ‘Washing of
the Feet” at the Holy Thursday Mass on April 2, please contact the parish office.

+ STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Holy Spirit Church, Friday March 13, & 20 beginning at 2.30pm followed by Adoration at 3pm.




HOLY WEEK 2026 ROSTERS

HOLY THURSDAY
Holy Spirit - 7.00pm Commentator M Carson
Lectors M Garrido Lucay; S Costa
Special Ministers M Fiorillo
Music K'Lynch
Projectionist H Phan &IIEEI:‘I%
GOOD FRIDAY:
Holy Family - 3.00pm Narrator G Tolan
Lector M Kroger
Special Ministers M Fiorillo, P McGlinchey, E Karakchi
Collectors P McGlinchey, D Lunn, E Karakchi, ****
Projectionist C Resciniti
EASTER VIGIL:
Holy Family - 7.30pm Commentator hi
Lectors A Simic, S Costa, | Cicak, M Garrilo Lucay
Special Ministers M Fiorillo, M Giles, S Fernando
Collectors Keke Hnkn poe xies
Projectionist C Resciniti
EASTER SUNDAY:
Holy Family - 9.00am Commentator J Siketa
Lectors E Siketa, | Cicak
Special Ministers  E Karakchi,
Projectionist C Resciniti
Ss Peter & Paul’s - 10.00am
Commentator P McGlinchey
Lector T Balkin
Special Ministers P Webb
Projectionist M Carson
Holy Spirit - 11.00am Commentator C Nielson
Lector J Fraatz
Special Ministers ~ Holy Angels
Projectionist F Kearney
St Michael’'s PNetvg:

¢ CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next Cuppa

at Holy Spirit Church this Sunday March 15 after the 11am Mass.

+ CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm Tuesdays on the following dates: March 24; April 14; May 12

& 26; June 9 & 23. Contact Debbie on 0409 416 946.

+ SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S FUNDRAISER: This Sunday March 15 after the 9am Mass at Holy Family Church. Our children will
be selling sausage sizzles, sweets and other food items as part of their Lenten exercise. Funds raised will be donated to an overseas
charity through the Sisters of the Holy Angels. Please support our children with this worthy cause.

¢ ST MICHAEL’S PARISH SCHOOLS 2027 ENROLMENT INFORMATION: Holy Family School, Bell Park Ph: 5278 4634;

Holy Spirit School, Manifold Heights Ph: 5229 8298; St Patrick’s School, and Geelong West Ph: 5229 4412. Enrolments for all new
students in 2027 are now open and for information on guided tours or any questions, please see each school's website or contact the
school. Enrolments Close on Friday March 20th.

Community News:

¢ SCHOOL REUNION: Our Lady’s Prep Class of 1960. If you were part of this class at any stage through primary school we would love
to see you. Venue: Great Western Hotel, cnr Shannon Ave & Aberdeen St. Newtown; ‘Western room’ on Saturday March 28,
11.30am-2.30pm. To confirm attendance please RSVP to kane2jb@gmail.com.

+ EASTER CONCERT—Sunday 29 March at St Mary’s Basilica, Geelong. This is a concert where combined voices of the women of
the Windfire Choir Vox Angelica Geelong Chamber Choir shine! Conducted by Tom Healey the choir will present a lovely program
featuring music written specifically for women'’s voices. The program includes the music of Rheinberger, Schubert, Albinoni, Holst,
Dan Forrest, Vivaldi and a specially commissioned work by Michael Hannan. Tickets from www.trybooking.com/DIJNV see
www.musicatthebasilica.org.au for details

+ VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED—CatholicCare Victoria and North Geelong Secondary College have a homework club every Tues
12.30-1.30pm, Terms 1 to 4 2026. we invite tutors to be part of the club who have good interpersonal skills, cross cultural
communication, and can assist refugee students in homework learning, social and language development. For more into please call
Sally Madigan/Manager, People and Culture, Ph: 0477 005 108 or email SALLY.MADIGAN@CATHOLICCAREVIC.ORG.AU.




Fourth Sunday of Lent: Sunday 15 March

There are many occasions when we ask the question why and can't
find the answer for which we are looking. Why did we miss outon a
job? Why did someone we love get cancer? Why can’t we find a place
to live that we can afford? Why do some days seem so difficult?

It is good to sit with our confusion and even grief. It is good to share it
with the Lord who loves us so tenderly. But sometimes we have to
step aside from the question why did this happen? It may be better to
start with where can | go from here? What small steps will enable me
to face the future in a positive spirit?

Today’s readings touch upon these issues. In the Gospel, Jesus
encounters a person who was born blind. The bystanders want to E 2 -
know why this happened. They think it must be because either he or his parents dld something wrong. They are Iooklng backwards Jesus
prefers to look forward. He says, ‘he was born blind so that the works of God may be displayed in him.” In other words, his blindness
presents opportunities for growth, not a pretext for blame. The letter to the Ephesians similarly reminds us that we are on a journey from
darkness to light. The whole of Lent could be described in those words. The letter says, ‘try to discover what the Lord wants of you.’ It asks
us in terms of possibilities! The same thing happens when Samuel anoints David. It doesn’'t matter that David is a young shepherd. He has
a big future, as anyone familiar with the Bible well knows.

This week, Caritas Australia, through Project Compassion, draws us into the story of Manaini, a 44-year-old mother and subsistence
farmer in remote northern Fiji. She has transformed her family’s life through food processing and organic farming, thanks to a Caritas-
supported project. Once reliant on more store-bought food and prone to food waste, she now produces homemade flours, dried foods, and
sells produce and baked goods from local crops. Her passion for learning has made her a key player in here community, working with
others to embrace more sustainable, empowering ways of living. Thanks to the generosity of the Australian Catholic community, hundreds
of thousands of people such as Manaini are finding an answer to the question, ‘where can we go from here.’

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION: For all who lack the necessities of life, especially food security, that support for Project Compassion this
Lent will enable Caritas to become a source of hope for them and for all those who hunger and thirst. We pray to the Lord.
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Reflection by Richard Leonard SJ

| have never been able to reconcile the long faces some of us put on in Lent with the prayers of the Church that describe this as ‘a joyful
season’. The following story takes seriously that laughter is an essential element of our Lenten observance.

Once upon a time in a nice little forest, there lived an orphaned bunny and an orphaned snake. By surprising coincidence, both were blind
from birth.

One day, the bunny was hopping through the forest while the snake was slithering along the same path. The bunny tripped over the snake
and fell down. ‘Oh, my,” said the bunny, ‘I'm terribly sorry. | didn't mean to hurt you. I've been blind since birth, so, | can't see where I'm
going. In fact, I'm also an orphan, so | don't even know what | am.* ‘It's quite okay,’ replied the snake, ‘my story is much the same as yours.
I've been blind since birth and never knew my mother. Tell you what, | could slither over you, and figure out what you are.’

‘Oh, that would be wonderful.’ replied the bunny. So the snake slithered all over the bunny, and said, ‘Well, you're covered with soft fur;
you have really long ears; your nose twitches; and you have a soft cottony tail. I'd say that you must be a bunny.’

‘Oh, thank you! Thank you,’ cried the bunny in obvious excitement. The bunny then suggested to the snake, ‘Maybe | could feel you with
my paw, and help you in the same way you've helped me.” So the bunny felt the snake all over, and remarked, ‘Well, you're scaly and
smooth, you have a forked tongue, you're impossible to pin down and you have no backbone at all. I'd say you must be either a contractor,
a consultant or possibly someone in senior management.’

On reflection the Gospel of the man born blind is a joyful one too. Imagine this man’s elation at having his sight restored. As the story
develops the all-seeing Pharisees move to spiritual blindness by putting on the blinkers of the law. They cannot recognise Jesus or his
works of mercy because of their tunnel vision. Jesus doesn't fit their worldview. Meanwhile the blind beggar, who has sight restored, goes
on to gain insight about who Jesus is and the way that God works in the world; he begins to see how shallow and pathetic the Pharisees
really are.

This Gospel also contains a critical theological lesson: disability and illness do not come from personal sinfulness. It's surprising that we
need to keep saying this, but too readily we hear otherwise intelligent and good Christians, for example, telling us that some illnesses have
been ‘sent’ by God as punishment for sins or they wonder what their families have ‘done’ to deserve disabled children. It's true that God
permits us to live in an imperfect world where we are prone to illness and disability. But that same world gives us the freedom to be
creative in the face of adversity, to be compassionate with those who are sick or disabled and free to believe that there is a purpose for
each human life. God, the source of all love, does not actively send bad things to us, instead, he is our constant companion in dealing with
them; giving us the courage and strength to cope with, and sometimes overcome, them.

The task of this joyful season is to bring our good humour and compassion to bear on the blind spots in our own lives and be on our guard
for the times when we are too confident about who God is, how he works or what he can or cannot do. May it never be said of us that we
were so consumed by our own religious vision that we missed God’s woods for the trees.

© Richard Leonard SJ




