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PARISH PRAYER:  
 

God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more. 
Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our youth 
to grow in strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health, 
to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.  May we grow 
stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in 
our daily living.    

Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
 

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our  
mission in the Church, and in the world.  Help all your people to 
know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well. 
For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call many 
to be priests and religious. 
 

Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to 
persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.           
Amen. 

 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 22 March 2026—(Year A) 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 

Give me justice, O God,  
and plead my cause against a nation that is 
faithless.  
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,  

for you, O God, are my strength. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;  
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

TODAY'S READINGS  NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: 
1st:    Ezek 37:12-14 1st: Isaiah 50:4-7 
2nd:   Romans 8:8-11 2nd:  Phil 2:6-11 
Gospel:  John 11:1-45 Gospel:  Matt 26: 14—27:66 

RECENT DEATHS: Marko Mandekic; John Lee 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Nevan Mikin; Joseph Ribaric; Frank & Katharina Riedl; Oliver Sikic; Becky Lunn; Sebastiano Di Mauro 
 

BAPTISMS:         Evelyn, Audrey & Henry Beckley; Madeline Eagles-Dunstan; Akual, Genj & Mel Lueth; Eve & Henry Lush;  
 Ethan & Flynn Haugh; Leo & River Beattie; Billie & Cooper Neave; Louise Haugh (RCIA); Emily Wilson (RCIA); 
 Tiana Melo Howard (RCIA); Benjamin Lush (RCIA); Robert Duthie (Reception into the Church) 
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK:     Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Chris Uroda; Jacinta Pankhurst; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean 
 Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka) 

    
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!  

St Michael’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.  
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.  
 

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, 
and must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian! 

 
In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the  

Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their  
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.  



 

ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

5th Sunday of the Month—3rd Sunday roster to cover 

Ss PETER & PAUL’S—5.00PM    HOLY SPIRIT—11AM 
Commentators       C. Marshallsea    M Kroger 
Lectors  K Maddalena, S O’Shea   J McKenzie 
Special Ministers K Maddalena     M Drake-Bemelmans 
Welcomers        L Fossey  
Projectionist        C Hullin 
Co-Ordinator  M Gifford, 5229 1656  
 
HOLY FAMILY         9.00AM  
Commentators A Scaddan 
Lectors  H Verdnik; …. 
Special Ministers M Fiorillo; M Perera;  Sr Concepta 
Welcomers  
Projectionist  C Resciniti 
Co-Ordinator  K Tantanouvong 

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE  

 You are warmly invited to share in our Holy Week celebrations 2026 

 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - SECOND RITE: 

 Tuesday March 31… 7.00pm Holy Family 
 

MASS OF ANOINTING: 

 Wednesday April 1… 11.00am Holy Spirit, followed by lunch at Holy Spirit Hall. 
 

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER: 

 Holy Thursday April 2… 7.00pm Holy Spirit Church followed by Adoration until 9.00pm 
 
 

WAY OF THE CROSS: 

 Good Friday April 3… 10.00am Holy Family (outdoors—School oval) 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION: 

 Good Friday April 3… 

 Includes Communion 3.00pm Holy Family 
 

EASTER VIGIL: 

 Saturday April 4… 7.30pm Holy Family 

  10.00pm Holy Family (Croatian) 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES: 

 Sunday April 5… 9.00am Holy Family 

 10.00am Ss Peter & Paul’s 

 11.00am Holy Spirit 

 11.30am Holy Family (Croatian) 
 
 

Blessing of Easter Food: Saturday April 4…  3.00pm Holy Family 
 

Holy Family     Ss Peter & Paul   Holy Spirit 

Separation Street    Malone Street    Bostock Avenue 

Bell Park      Geelong West    Manifold Heights 

Liturgy at St Michael’s: 

 ANOINTING MASS LUNCH: The Mass of Anointing will be held on Wednesday April 1, 11am at Holy Spirit Church, Manifold Heights. 
The Mass will be followed by a light lunch in the Holy Spirit Hall.  Parishioners attending the lunch are asked to bring a small plate of 
something ‘sweet’ to share.   Everyone is most welcome. For more details, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343. 

 WASHING OF THE FEET AT THE HOLY THURSDAY MASS: If you would like to be one of the twelve and be part of the ‘Washing of 
the Feet’ at the Holy Thursday Mass on April 2, please contact the parish office. 

 STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Holy Spirit Church, Friday March 20, & 27 beginning at 2.30pm  followed by Adoration at 3pm. 



St Michael’s News: 

 CHILD SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE (CSC):  At our first meeting for 2026 we warmly welcomed Kanisha to the CSC in her role as 
Pastoral Worker.  We take this opportunity also, to thank Marg Gifford for her commitment and enthusiasm on our committee over the 
past four years. 

 CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next Cuppa 
at Holy Spirit Church this Sunday April 5 after the 11am Mass. 

 CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm Tuesdays on the following dates: March 24; April 14; May 12 
& 26; June 9 & 23. Contact Debbie on 0409 416 946. 

 Community News: 

 SCHOOL REUNION: Our Lady’s Prep Class of 1960. If you were part of this class at any stage through primary school we would love 
to see you. Venue: Great Western Hotel, cnr Shannon Ave & Aberdeen St.  Newtown; ‘Western room’ on Saturday March 28,       
11.30am-2.30pm.  To confirm attendance please RSVP to kane2jb@gmail.com. 

 

 EASTER CONCERT—Sunday 29 March at St Mary’s Basilica, Geelong. This is a concert where combined voices of the women of 
the Windfire Choir Vox Angelica Geelong Chamber Choir shine! Conducted by Tom Healey the choir will present a lovely program  
featuring music written specifically for women’s voices. The program includes the music of Rheinberger, Schubert, Albinoni, Holst,  
Dan Forrest, Vivaldi and a specially commissioned work by Michael Hannan. Tickets from www.trybooking.com/DIJNV see 

www.musicatthebasilica.org.au for details 
 

 VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED—CatholicCare Victoria and North Geelong Secondary College have a homework club every Tues 
12.30-1.30pm, Terms 1 to 4 2026. we invite tutors to be part of the club who have good interpersonal skills, cross cultural  
communication, and can assist refugee students in homework learning, social and language development. For more into please call 
Sally Madigan/Manager, People and Culture, Ph: 0477 005 108 or email SALLY.MADIGAN@CATHOLICCAREVIC.ORG.AU. 

 

 HOLY WEEK 2026 ROSTERS 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Holy Spirit - 7.00pm Commentator M Carson 

      Lectors  M Garrido Lucay; S Costa  

      Special Ministers M Fiorillo 

      Music  K Lynch 

      Projectionist            H Phan 
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 
Holy Family - 3.00pm   Narrator  G Tolan 

      Lector  M Kroger 

     Special Ministers M Fiorillo, P McGlinchey, E Karakchi 

     Collectors    P McGlinchey, D Lunn, E Karakchi, **** 

     Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

EASTER VIGIL: 
Holy Family - 7.30pm Commentator  **** 

    Lectors  A Simic, S Costa, I Cicak, M Garrilo Lucay  
    Special Ministers M Fiorillo, M Giles, S Fernando 

    Collectors  ****, ****, ****, ****  

    Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 
Holy Family - 9.00am Commentator  J Siketa 

    Lectors  E Siketa, I Cicak  

    Special Ministers E Karakchi,   

    Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

 Ss Peter & Paul’s - 10.00am  

    Commentator  P McGlinchey 

    Lector   T Balkin 

    Special Ministers P Webb 

    Projectionist  M Carson 
 
 

Holy Spirit - 11.00am Commentator  C Nielson 

    Lector   J Fraatz 

    Special Ministers Holy Angels 

    Projectionist  F Kearney 



Fifth Sunday of Lent:  

Sunday 22 March 
 

It must be difficult for somebody who has never experienced love to understand the 
Gospels. They are so full of different emotions, many of them tender. Just think of 
the beautiful reconciliation between Jesus and Peter after the resurrection. Jesus 
allows Peter to say that he loves him on no less than three occasions. Thankfully, 
most of us can write down a long list of people we have loved and who have loved 
us. Many names would appear on both lists! We keep a special place in our hearts 
and prayers for the people we know who have died. Even after a long time, their 
memory will still bring a tear to our eyes. That sorrow comes from a place of deep gratitude. God changes the world one heart at a time. 
 

When we encounter today’s Gospel, the story of the raising of Lazarus, we are in a world of emotion. Martha and Mary are grieving for 
their brother. Jesus loves these two women. Thomas, the twin, is full of bravado and bluster, just as he was later when he wanted proof of 
the resurrection. Both Martha and Mary are disappointed, even angry, that Jesus has not come sooner. Jesus weeps at the grave of his 
friend. The mourners who have come to comfort the family must also have been sensitive to the situation. When Jesus says, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life’, he is not explaining an idea. He is responding to the deepest longings of our hearts, as he always does. Today’s 
Psalm reminds us, ‘My soul is longing for the Lord more than the watcher for daybreak.’  
 

Over the last few weeks, we have shared some of the stories presented to us by Caritas Australia to make us more aware of the          

inspirational work we can support through Project Compassion. They call us to Unite Against Poverty. 
 

This week Project Compassion asks us to learn more about the work of Caritas Australia in humanitarian emergencies. There are so many    
situations around the world that require a timely response. Caritas is active in the aftermath of earthquakes, floods, storms, plagues, 
drought and failed harvests. Of course, there will be time to enquire about the causes and to ask if climate change may have been a factor 
or if poor building standards caused problems. But first, people and communities need to survive, and Caritas has a lot of experience in 
this area. Your generosity to Project Compassion makes a wonderful difference to people in need. Thank you for helping to bring light to 
dark places. Jesus says about Lazarus, ‘unbind him, let him go free.’ We too can set people free. 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION: For those coping with humanitarian emergencies in many countries around the world, that our              
donations to Project Compassion this Lent make a positive difference to people in need. 
We pray to the Lord. 

Reflection by Richard Leonard SJ 
The plunging of an adult or an infant into the baptismal font three times is the most important moment in the ceremony and meant to be 
the most moving one as well. Most of us think that this action is associated with the Trinity. It is. But the more ancient association is with 
the three days Jesus lay in the tomb. This is one reason why the Church now encourages candidates for baptism to be fully immersed 
wherever practicable. The sprinkling of water over a catechumen’s head just doesn’t capture the drama which the ritual intends. But when 
we see a person take a breath, plunge under the water and come up for air three times, we can powerfully see the identification between 

Jesus’ time in the tomb and the person rising to new life in Christ.  

The season of Lent has its origins in third century Egypt where there was a commemoration of Jesus’ forty days in the desert. In the fourth 
century these forty days are moved to their present location in the Church’s calendar as the final preparation time for baptismal candidates 
at Easter and by the fifth century these penitential and baptismal focuses came together as one season for all believers to observe. Even 
the word Lent, from the old English word Lencten meaning Spring, alerted Christians in the northern hemisphere that this season was 

linked to the waking of nature after the long sleep of winter. Lent is about waking up to see that light and life have come in Christ.  

Over the centuries the Church has tended to place more emphasis on penance than baptism. The Second Vatican Council, however, went 
back to the most ancient sources of this season, re-established the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and encouraged us to see the link 

between our acts of penance and our ongoing conversion to Christ expressed in the baptismal promises made for us many years before.  

On this last Sunday in Lent Lazarus is given to us to help us think about the tombs in which we lie hidden and the life to which we are 
called. The bad spirit seduces most of us into having some form of secretive life. It might be a secret we can’t tell, a sin we can’t confess 
or a memory we want to bury. At its worst it can be a lifestyle or a pattern of unethical behaviour we have divorced from the rest of our 

lives. We may even con ourselves into believing that all of this is normal and ‘not so bad’. 

These tombs often look similar. They seem small on the surface, but as we get away with our secrets we bury ourselves in them more 
deeply. We jealously guard the entrance, displacing energy to defend our tombs and we’re ashamed if anyone rolls away the stone and 

sees the mess inside.  

But this Sunday Jesus stands at the entrance of our tombs and calls us out of them. We’re asked to face down the bad spirits that keep us 
locked in secrecy, to move away from shame, embrace repentance, recognise the price to be paid for being true to what’s best in         

ourselves and we’re invited to know the light and life of Christ’s healing and forgiveness.  

No one can pretend that this journey is easy, but it’s what Lent is all about: the journey from the tomb of our own particular deaths, through 
penance to the new life of Easter. May this Eucharist allow us to see the Lord stand at our tomb and gently call us by name, ‘Come forth’. 

And at His word may we be unbound and let go free.  

© Richard Leonard SJ 


