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PARISH PRAYER:  
 

God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more. 
Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our youth 
to grow in strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health, 
to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.  May we grow 
stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in 
our daily living.    

Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
 

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our  
mission in the Church, and in the world.  Help all your people to 
know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well. 
For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call many 
to be priests and religious. 
 

Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to 
persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.           
Amen. 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
 29 March 2026—(Year A) 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
Hosanna to the Son of David;  
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
the King of Israel. Hosanna in the Highest 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high                                             
and gave him a name above all other names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 

TODAY'S READINGS  NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: 
1st:   Isaiah 50:4-7 1st: Gensis 1:1—2:2 
2nd:  Phil 2:6-11 2nd:  Genesis 22:1-18 
Gospel:  Matt 26:14—27:66 Gospel:  Matt 28:1-10 

RECENT DEATHS: Stella Pitaro; Catharina Philippa; Algis Kisielis; Mato Jerkovic; Arnaldo Louro (Portugal);              
 Florence Swanson 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Anna Kot; Stanley Millns; Wassela Al-Sakkal; Majed & Johnathen Karakchi; Kamala Kazzazi; Sulaiman Al-loos; 
 Manuel & Amelia Louro; Arthur Allison; Antonio Veracruz; Patricia Pollard (6 yrs) 
 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK:   Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Chris Uroda; Jacinta Pankhurst; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean 
 Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka); Noreen Haberman; Olimpia Louro (Portugal) 

    

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!  
St Michael’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.  

Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.  

 

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and 
must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian! 

 
In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the  

Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their  
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.  

“A BIG THANK YOU” To Rose Grgic and the team at Harcourts North Geelong Real Estate for designing 
and providing the amazing  banners at each church to showcase the Holy Week  & Easter Services  2026! 



 

ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
(1st Sunday of the Month) 

 

Ss PETER & PAUL’S -  5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT - 11AM 

Commentators P McGlinchey C Nielson  

Lectors P Balkin M Kroger 

Special Ministers P Webb  M Kroger 

Welcomers  L Fossey 

Projectionist B Middleton A Zarb 

Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656 
 

HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM  
Commentators J Siketa  

Lectors M Bird, S Costa 

Special Ministers E Karakchi; B Kline; S Fernando 

Welcomers K McArthur  

Projectionist C Resciniti 
Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong 

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE  

 You are warmly invited to share in our Holy Week celebrations 2026 

 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - SECOND RITE: 

 Tuesday March 31… 7.00pm Holy Family 
 

MASS OF ANOINTING: 

 Wednesday April 1… 11.00am Holy Spirit, followed by lunch at Holy Spirit Hall. 
 

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER: 

 Holy Thursday April 2… 7.00pm Holy Spirit Church followed by Adoration until 9.00pm 
 

WAY OF THE CROSS: 

 Good Friday April 3… 10.00am Holy Family (outdoors—School oval) 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION: 

 Good Friday April 3… 

 Includes Communion 3.00pm Holy Family 
 

EASTER VIGIL: 

 Saturday April 4… 7.30pm Holy Family 

  10.00pm Holy Family (Croatian) 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES: 

 Sunday April 5… 9.00am Holy Family 

 10.00am Ss Peter & Paul’s 

 11.00am Holy Spirit 

 11.30am Holy Family (Croatian) 
 

Blessing of Easter Food: Saturday April 4…  3.00pm Holy Family 
 

Holy Family     Ss Peter & Paul   Holy Spirit 

Separation Street    Malone Street    Bostock Avenue 

Bell Park      Geelong West    Manifold Heights 

Liturgy at St Michael’s: 

 CONGRATULATIONS: To the students from our three primary schools and parish sacramental program who recently received the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. 

 RCIA NOTE OF THANKS:  To Susanga Costa  who dedicated many Sunday evenings over the past 4-5 months to prepare and    
support  the Candidates who were recently initiated into the Catholic Faith at Holy Family and Holy Spirit Churches. 

 ANOINTING MASS LUNCH: The Mass of Anointing will be held on Wednesday April 1, 11am at Holy Spirit Church, Manifold Heights. 
The Mass will be followed by a light lunch in the Holy Spirit Hall.  Parishioners attending the lunch are asked to bring a small plate of 
something ‘sweet’ to share.   Everyone is most welcome. For more details, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343. 

 WASHING OF THE FEET AT THE HOLY THURSDAY MASS: If you would like to be one of the twelve and be part of the ‘Washing of 
the Feet’ at the Holy Thursday Mass on April 2, please contact the parish office. 



St Michael’s News: 

 PLEASE NOTE:  A reminder, during Holy Week, ALL  9.15am daily Masses at Holy Family Church and Holy Spirit Church are        
CANCELLED.  The 5pm Mass on April 4 at Ss Peter & Paul’s Church is also CANCELLED. 

 

 THE  PARISH OFFICE will be closed for the Easter break from Friday April 3 and reopens on Tuesday April 7. 
 

 SPECIAL COLLECTION ON GOOD FRIDAY: There will be a special collection taken up at the 3pm Good Friday Service on April 3 for 
the upkeep of the Holy Places, maintained by the Holy Land. 

 

 HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GROUP: You are warmly invited to join us for lunch on Monday April 6, 12.30pm at The Shell Club,          
76 Purnell Road, Corio.  All welcome! 

 

 CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next Cuppa 
at Holy Spirit Church this Sunday April 5 after the 11am Mass. 

 Community News: 

 ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CHRISM MASS: Tuesday March 31 at 10am. Bell Park Parish Community is most welcome to attend. 

A reminder, there is no 9.15am daily Mass on this day. 
 

 EASTER CONCERT—Sunday 29 March at St Mary’s Basilica, Geelong. This is a concert where combined voices of the women of 
the Windfire Choir Vox Angelica Geelong Chamber Choir shine! Conducted by Tom Healey the choir will present a lovely program  
featuring music written specifically for women’s voices. The program includes the music of Rheinberger, Schubert, Albinoni, Holst,  
Dan Forrest, Vivaldi and a specially commissioned work by Michael Hannan. Tickets from www.trybooking.com/DIJNV see 

www.musicatthebasilica.org.au for details. 
 

 END OF DAYLIGHT SAVING:  Just a reminder, next  Sunday April 5 at 2am clocks go back an hour to 1am. 
 

 

 HOLY WEEK 2026 ROSTERS 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Holy Spirit - 7.00pm Commentator M Carson 

      Lectors  M Garrido Lucay; S Costa  

      Special Ministers M Fiorillo 

      Music  K Lynch 

      Projectionist            H Phan 
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 
Holy Family - 3.00pm   Narrator  G Tolan 

      Lector  M Kroger 

     Special Ministers M Fiorillo, P McGlinchey, E Karakchi 

     Collectors    P McGlinchey, D Lunn, E Karakchi, **** 

     Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

EASTER VIGIL: 
Holy Family - 7.30pm Commentator  **** 

    Lectors  A Simic, S Costa, I Cicak, M Garrilo Lucay  
    Special Ministers M Fiorillo, M Giles, S Fernando 

    Collectors  ****, ****, ****, ****  

    Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 
Holy Family - 9.00am Commentator  J Siketa 

    Lectors  E Siketa, I Cicak  

    Special Ministers E Karakchi,   

    Projectionist  C Resciniti 
 

 Ss Peter & Paul’s - 10.00am  

    Commentator  P McGlinchey 

    Lector   T Balkin 

    Special Ministers P Webb 

    Projectionist  M Carson 
 
 

Holy Spirit - 11.00am Commentator  C Nielson 

    Lector   J Fraatz 

    Special Ministers Holy Angels 

    Projectionist  F Kearney 



 

Reflection by Richard Leonard SJ 
As a child I can remember our diocese having large processions for the feasts of Corpus Christi, Christ the King and one of the Marian 
feast days. They were called ‘public demonstrations of Catholic faith’. For children they were sometimes long and boring, but they did give 
us a sense that we belonged to something big, and someone bigger, and that our faith had a ‘stand up and be counted’ dimension to it. 

For many Catholics today large-scale religious processions are quickly becoming a thing of the past. That’s a pity.  

The point of religious processions is not just to get us from one location to the next. It is also to mark a rite of passage. Think of the smaller 
processions most Christians undertake in their lives: to the baptismal font; down the aisle to take their marriage vows, or to graduate from 
a school or college and to be farewelled. In each case we recess out of the Church differently from how we entered it: as a newly initiated 

member of the Christian community; as a husband or wife; as a graduate; and to be buried.  

The Palm Sunday Procession is the last congregational one mandated by the Missal to be observed throughout the entire Church.       
Recalling Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem this procession is not meant to be an historical pageant. Like all liturgical moments it’s meant 
to intersect with our own lives and speak to our journey of faith. What makes this procession so powerful is that it starts with hysteria and 

ends in death. And that tells us something we need to hear.  

Matthew’s account of the Passion is very tough on the Jewish leaders. His entire Gospel has been preparing the hearer for this. Matthew 
shows that even though the Jews had the New Moses right in front of them, they were unable to recognise him because he didn’t fit their 
expectations of the Messiah. The crowd in Jerusalem receive him like a pop star, acclaiming him as their own. By week’s end the Chief 
Priests and elders manipulate the crowd’s enthusiasm to force Pilate to execute Jesus. And throughout it all, during the adulation of the 

crowd, their change of allegiance to Barabbas and at his trial, Jesus hardly says a word. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus’ silence is deafening. 

In the journey of faith we should always be on our guard against being part of a manipulated crowd. The unchecked enthusiasms of a 
crowd can carry us away to places, people or things we would not ordinarily choose and should not embrace. If we are vulnerable, a gifted 
guru through his or her version of eternal life can whip us up into a frenzy. We only have to look at the power of the media and advertising 
to see how susceptible we are to becoming a slave to fashionable ideologies, dress codes and what and who is in or out. Every time we 
buy something because someone else has it or because we convince ourselves that our wants are really our needs, the crowd has won. 
The story of Passion Sunday is that manipulation of a crowd, even by legitimate authorities, can be the beginning of spiritual death. Hype 

often distorts priorities, blurs good judgment and can choose expediency over integrity.  

So what’s the remedy to being manipulated, to regaining a sense of what really matters, to standing up against the crowd for the values 
we know are right? Jesus shows us in Matthew’s Gospel. It starts with silence. It’s being a contemplative in a manic world and praying for 

the courage to dissent from the crowd’s hyped-up madness.  

As we process into Holy Week, this annual rite of passage for our faith, may we model our lives on Jesus in every way by creating the 
silence we need in our lives to sort out our priorities, by using silence powerfully in a world that loves words but has very little to say about 

our meaning and destiny and allowing our sacrificial love, even to the point of death, to do all the talking.  

© Richard Leonard SJ 

Palm Sunday—Sunday 29 March 
It is only once in every three years that we publicly share together Matthew’s full ac-
count of the arrest, trial and death of Jesus. Today is that day. Matthew’s  
passion is rich in every sense of the word. It is the longest account of what Jesus en-
dured, and it also has the most diverse cast of characters. Only Matthew  
devotes attention, not only to the tragic fate of Judas who was filled with remorse, but 
also to the thirty pieces of silver which were used to buy a cemetery for foreigners 
called the Field of Blood. Only Matthew tells us about the dream of  
Pilate’s wife which leads her to send a message to her husband that he should have 
nothing to do with Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel features several dreams. Joseph is told in a dream to take Mary as his wife, to flee with his 
family to Egypt and later to return from Egypt. Dreams are one of the many links between Matthew’s Gospel and the Hebrew Scriptures.  
 

This is by no means to say that Matthew’s Gospel is merely an interesting piece of literature. It is only to suggest that, in Holy Week,    
Matthew’s Passion is a wonderful encounter to enter slowly as we spend time with the Lord, allowing the mystery of the cross to deepen 
within us. One commitment we might make is to take a section each day this week and stay with it for ten minutes. 
 

Monday Mt 26: 14-35 
Tuesday Mt 26: 36-56 
Wed Mt 26: 57-75 
Thursday Mt 27: 1-26 
Friday Mt 27: 27-56 
Saturday: Mt 27: 57-66 
  

The trial and death of Jesus remind us of the tragedy of injustice that continues to this day in so many places around the world.     
Throughout Lent, Caritas Australia, through Project Compassion, has attempted to draw our attention to many important issues in our 
world. We have been invited to take up the cross and follow Jesus in our own time, as we Unite Against Poverty. We can pray, with Jesus, 
‘Let it be as you, not I, would have it.’ God’s desire is for peace, healing and unity in the face of all the challenges facing humanity. Let us 
help Jesus carry the cross in our time. 
 


