st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:
OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343
PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634

Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298

St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412

As A CoMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: ol
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RECENT DEATHS.: Thomas Carey; Desmond Downey ﬁ
ANNIVERSARIES: Maria Ambrosio; Reynaldo Mangas; Grace Decleva (1 month since death); ,
Rocco Mazza (1st anniversary)

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Chris Uroda; Jacinta Pankhurst; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean

Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka); Olimpia Louro (Portugal)

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!
St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and

must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’'s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the
Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER—DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
12 April 2026 - (Year A)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to
God, who has called you into the heavenly
Kingdom, alleluia.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!

Alleluial

TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:
1st: Acts 2:42-47 1st:  Acts 2:14, 22-33
2nd: 1 Peter 1:3-9 2nd: 1 Peter 1:17-21

Gospel: John 20:19-31 Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

PARISH PRAYER:

God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our youth
to grow in strength as good Christians.

Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health,
to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy. May we grow
stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in
our daily living.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our

mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to
know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.

For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call many
to be priests and religious.

Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.




ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(3rd Sunday of the Month)

Ss PETER & PAUL’S—5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT—11AM
Commentators C. Marshallsea M Kroger

Lectors K Maddalena, S O’'Shea J McKenzie

Special Ministers K Maddalena M Drake-Bemelmans
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist M Carson C Hullin

Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656

HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators A Scaddan

Lectors H Verdnik; ....

Special Ministers M Fiorillo; M Perera; Sr Concepta
Welcomers

Projectionist C Resciniti

Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong

St Michael’s Parish at Prayer

WEEKEND MASSES:
Holy Family, Bell Park:  Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:

English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm
Croatian 5.00pm Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:
Tuesday Meditation Group 5.30pm Parish Community Centre

Legion of Mary ~ 10.00am Parish Community Centre
Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY:
Our Lady’s statue is ready to be taken to your home call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505.
We will collect Our Lady'’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY: The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am. in the St Michael's Parish Meeting room, next to Holy Family
Church.
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ﬁ\l/é Caritas CARITAS AUSTRALIA, PROJECT COMPASSION
RS ASTRALIA THANK YOU, Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia!

Your generosity through Project Compassion this year, empowers the world’s most vulnerable people, build better lives for
themselves, their families and their communities—Thank you so much for being part of Project Compassion 2026!

Thank you to all parishioners for your generous donations to Project Compassion 2026. So that we can finalise payment,
please return the boxes to the parish office or place on the collection plate at the weekend Masses.




| wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who helped prepare and celebrate Holy Week and Easter: From our parish
staff, the Hope's team, readers and in particular our young readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, collectors, the
Holy Angel Sisters, choirs, altar servers, sacristans, our parish youth who led the Stations of the Cross, our cleaners, and all
who worked behind the scenes. Your generosity and service helped make these days prayerful and meaningful for our whole

community. '-\'.‘
God Bless You always. \ !‘u
Fr. Minh Tran iy

Youlh Fundraising Events: Our youth are preparing to attend World Youth Day 2027 in South Korea, and will be leading fundraising
initiatives in the coming months. We would greatly appreciate your support and kindly ask parishioners to contribute with cash where
possible. Thank you for your generosity!

April 26—Mini market July 26—Raffle

May 31—Lolly guessing jar August 30—Face painting/balloon animal making
June 28—Bake sale September 27—Live music

St Michael’s Petws:

¢ CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre.
Next Cuppa at Holy Spirit Church this Sunday April 19 after the 11am Mass.

+ CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm Tuesdays on dates: April 14; May 12 & 26. Contact Debbie on
0409 416 946.

+ TAIZE SERVICES: At St. Michael's Parish, Holy Spirit Church Manifold Heights! We warmly invite everyone to join us for the next
Taizé service on Thursday, April 16, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Come and rest in the presence of the Lord. All are welcome!

¢ FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: This program is for children Grade 4 or above, who attend non-Catholic primary
schools, are Catholic and completed their First Reconciliation. The course to run over 5 Sunday morning sessions from 8.45am-10am
beginning on May 3. There will also be 1 after school practice session prior to the First Eucharist Mass. Enrolments close on Mon Apr
27. For enrolments or to enquire about the program, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

+ PARISH ADMINISTRATION FORUM: The parish office will be closed on Tuesday May 5 as Bernadette will be attending the
Archdiocese - Parishes’ Administration Forum in Melbourne.

Community FPews:

+ GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS CLUB: You are warmly invited to join us for a social get-together for food and friends for our dinner in
April. Date: Tuesday 14 April, 2026; 6.00pm at the Great Western Hotel, “Western Room” access from the bar, cnr Aberdeen St &
Shannon Ave, Newtown. Cost; Purchase of meals and drinks at your own cost. If you do wish to come to the dinner, please phone or
text Joan 0429215111 or Michael 0431959584.

+ PERMANENT DIACONATE INFORMATION SESSION 2 MAY 2026: The annual May information session has been scheduled on
Saturday May 2 from 10am-11.30am. Venue: Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Pde, East Melbourne. The Permanent
Diaconate is open to single and married men, aged between 30 and the 50s, who want to serve God and the Church as ordained
ministers. It is an ordained ministry of service. The information session is open to everyone interested in learning more about the
permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous sessions, you are also welcome to attend this session. It is an opportunity to
further discern your vocation. Wives most welcome. If you are interested or for more enquiries, please contact Deacon Kevin Pattison
Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish, but if you forget, then just turn up on Saturday morning. All are Welcome.

The themes for the second Sunday of Easter set the tone for the entire Easter season. They are all directed toward mystagogical
instruction, primarily of the neophytes who were baptised during the Easter Vigil, but also of the whole Christian community. The readings
for this season provide us an extended meditation on the resurrection and on our own incorporation into it through the mysteries of
initiation.

Most of us are like Thomas who looked for some tangible evidence of the resurrection. We do not find it any easier to live by faith than he
did. However, when we do live by faith, we actually discover tangible proof. This proof can be seen in the way the community reaches out
in care and support to others. Jesus extends his wounded hands to us as he did to Thomas, and the community is invited to touch his
wounds as we touch the wounds of our world. We find a similar situation in the reading from Acts where the fledgling Christian community
grew in number as a result of the teaching of the apostles. So it has always been. Those who are not eye witnesses of the actual events
are called, through the teaching of others, to witness to the power of the resurrection.

Although the blessings that we derive from the resurrection are clearly gifts from God, they are nonetheless costly gifts. They have been
won through the blood of Christ, and we too may have to pay dearly for having received them.

© Dianne Bergant CSA




Archbishop’s 2026 EASTER MESSAGE
Easter offers a way forward
Friends,

Easter invites us to stand at the threshold from night into dawn. In the Gospel, we meet Mary Magdalen arriving at the tomb
while it was still dark (Jn 20:1). She carries grief and confusion, yet a fragile hope. What she finds is not an ending buta
beginning: the stone is rolled away, the tomb is empty. And before her stands the One who knows her name: Mary.

§ ¥e As dawn breaks, a quiet truth emerges: death has not had the final word; life has arisen.

The resurrection unfolds like morning light. It does not blind, but illumines. It does not erase wounds, but transfigures them.
Christ, the Light of the World, comes to meet us as the light we need. Christ is present; Christ is life.

Yet many today experience absence. For the young especially, the world can feel stripped of mystery—flattened, reduced. Meaning feels
distant; hope can seem lost. Our lives can appear dark and empty. Conflict and war confront us.

And yet, it is precisely there that Easter speaks our name. The empty tomb is the sign which awakens us to the truth that God is still with us;
Jesus is still for us. This Easter, we are called not only to receive Christ's light, but to rediscover its wonder—and to bear that light for others.
Here in Melbourne, we see both vitality and vulnerability: generosity among neighbours, yet distance towards others. Into this world comes
the risen Christ, shining light into every darkness and upon every life. To be a light is to reflect the One who brings hope, and to keep it alive in
a world that can forget to hold in safety those in need.

In our divided and conflicted world, Easter offers not escape but a way forward: to live with compassion, seek truth, build peace, and stand for
hope.

To the steadfast in faith: may this Easter renew your joy and courage. To those who feel distant; the light of Christ is already seeking you. To
people of goodwill: Easter proclaims that life is stronger than death, love stronger than fear, and hope stronger than despair.

May the risen Christ bless Melbourne and all its people this Easter. And may we rediscover his company as we walk from darkness into his
marvelous light.

Christ is risen. Alleluia.
Most Rev Peter A Comensoli
Archbishop of Melbourne.

The gospel story about doubting Thomas has to be one of the most misunderstood episodes in the New Testament.

If you're like me, for years we have been consoled by Thomas doubting that Jesus had been raised from the dead. Thomas' doubts were in
Jesus, we have been led to believe. But let's read the story very carefully. It's not Jesus Thomas doubts, it's the disciples. In fact when Jesus
appears to them seven days later, Thomas has the opportunity to share in the experience of the Risen Lord and like the others he immediately
confesses Easter faith.

There are three elements in this story that should give us great comfort. The first is that Thomas doubts the early Church, and not just in
regard to a minor issue of discipline or procedure. He doubts the central Christian message: that God raised Jesus from the dead. Some of us,
too, at various times in our lives, can have doubts about all sorts of things in our faith. There are very few Catholics who get through life
without asking some serious questions of God, about Jesus, the Spirit and the Church. These questions are good in themselves. They are
necessary for a mature, adult faith. What we need to ensure is that we sincerely want answers to the questions we ask and not just use them
to justify our wandering away from our faith. Thomas is the patron saint of all of us who sometimes struggle to believe what everyone else in
the church seems to accept. And he is also the patron saint of those of us who seek the courage and patience to wait for the answers.

The second consoling fact to this story concerns the earliest Church. Even though they were filled with the presence of the Risen Lord and
though Thomas refuses to believe their witness, they remain faithful to him in his doubts. We know this because he is still with them a week
later. They didn't expel him from the group or excommunicate him, they held on to him in the hope that he would experience the Lord for
himself.

Sadly for us, today, there are some who argue that Catholics who struggle with their faith should ‘shape up or ship out’. While every group has
its boundaries and there are limits to what people can dissent from, we could take the earliest Church as our model and stay faithful to our
doubters and help them come to see the transforming truth that has changed our lives.

The final element in this extraordinary story which can help us in our Easter faith concerns the significance of the time between the first and
second appearances of Jesus. We're told it was seven days and the parallel to the story of creation would not have been lost on the first
hearers of John's Gospel. And even though the earliest disciples experience the Risen Lord on Easter Sunday, they are still locked in their
fears one week later. The creation of the early Church, the movement of its earliest leaders from timidity to boldness took time and having a
doubter in their midst ends up a great blessing for them all, for Christ is present at every step of the Church’s creation and re-creation as well.

This story was written for people like us who do not have access to the historical Jesus. The birth of the Church is an ongoing act of God's
creation in every generation. It takes time, and people will be at different stages at different moments. Our fidelity to one another on the long

journey of faith is only surpassed by our Crucified God who does not give up on us, no matter how many questions we ask or how much we
doubt.

May this Eucharist give us confidence enough to hold on to each other in good times and bad so that we can all continue to experience his
presence and have life in his name.

© Richard Leonard SJ




