st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634
Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298
St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412
As A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: L9
R
RECENT DEATHS: Christopher Uroda; Guiseppe Mileto F

ANNIVERSARIES: Tony, Tilly & Lou Past; Michael Hoffmann (Jnr); Guiseppa Pardo; Francesco Fiala; Angela Rosa
Zuclich; Raymond Ibrahim; Hanne Badran; Marija, Mila & Ivan Fantella; Jacques Jouana; Orlando Longo;
Arnaldo Louro (1month since death); Romano Barbic (1 month since death)

BAPTISMS: Emory-Lennox Bellinger; Ari Jones; Sebastian McCormick; Lila & Freddie Fitzgerald; Ezekiel Hipik;
Otis & Goldie Neave;

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Jacinta Pankhurst; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean;
Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka); Olimpia Louro (Portugal)

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!

St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and
must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the
Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER PARISH PRAYER:

19 April 2026 - (Year A) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our youth
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; to grow in strength as good Christians.
O sing to the glory of his name. | || Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health,
O render him glorious praise, alleluia. K s to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy. May we grow

k -g- stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: : M our daily living.
Lord, you will show us the path of life. — Amen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us; Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our
make our hearts burn with love when you speak! mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to
Alleluia! know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.
' ) . For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call many

TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: to be priests and religious.
Ist:  Acts 2:14,22-33 Ist:  Acts 2:14; 36-41 Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
2nd: 1 Peter 1:17-21 2nd: 1 Peter 2:20-25 persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 Gospel: John 10: 1-10 Amen.




Youth Funduising Events:
Our youth are preparing to attend World Youth Day 2027 in South Korea,
and will be leading fundraising initiatives in the coming months.
We would greatly appreciate your support
and kindly ask parishioners to contribute with cash where possible.
Thank you for your generosity!

April 26—Mini market... July 26—Raffle

May 31—Lolly guessing jar August 30—Face painting/balloon animal making

June 28—Bake sale September 27—Live music

ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(4th Sunday of the Month)
Ss PETER & PAUL’S—5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT—11AM
Commentators M Gifford S Tighe
Lectors G Tolan J Fraatz
Special Ministers P Webb Holy Angels Sisters
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist B Middleton C Hullin
Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators M Lukesic
Lectors F O'Neill; E Siketa
Special Ministers D Lunn; C Simpson; V Resciniti
Welcomers V Resciniti
Projectionist C Resciniti
Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong
St Michael’s Parish at Prayer

WEEKEND MASSES:
Holy Family, Bell Park: Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:

English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm
Croatian 11.30am Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.
BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:
Tuesday Meditation Group 5.30pm Parish Community Centre

Legion of Mary ~ 10.00am Parish Community Centre
Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY:
Our Lady'’s statue is ready to be taken to your home call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505.
We will collect Our Lady'’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY: The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am. in the St Michael's Parish Meeting room, next to Holy Family
Church.




St Michael’s Petos:
+ CHILD SAFEGUARDING MEETING: Our next meeting is on Friday April 24, 11am at the Parish office.

+ GOOD SHEPHARD SUNDAY: Next Sunday we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday — the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
During this coming week, perhaps you may like to make a prayer each day for more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated
life. Perhaps there is a young person you may know to pray for by name this week.

+ NATIONAL COUNT FOR ATTENDANCE 2026: The annual National Count of Attendance at our weekend Masses will begin on
the weekend of May 2&3 and go over four weekends of May 2&3; 9&10; 16&17; 23&24.

+ GOOD FRIDAY - HOLY LAND SPECIAL COLLECTION: Thank you for your generous support to this special collection in aid of
the Holy Land which raised $1342.45.

+ PROJECT COMPASSION 2026: Thank you so very much for your ongoing support of Caritas and Project Compassion 2026,
with donations of $3212.60.

¢ CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next
Cuppa at Holy Spirit Church this Sunday April 19 after the 11am Mass.

+ CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm May 12 & 26. Contact Debbie on 0409 416 946.

+ FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: This program is for children Grade 4 or above, who attend non-Catholic pri-
mary schools, are Catholic and completed their First Reconciliation. The course to run over 5 Sunday morning sessions from
8.45am-10am beginning on May 3. There will also be 1 after school practice session prior to the First Eucharist Mass. Enrol-
ments close on Mon Apr 27. For enrolments or to enquire about the program, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

+ PARISH ADMINISTRATION FORUM: The parish office will be closed on Tuesday May 5 as Bernadette will be attending the
Archdiocese - Parishes’ Administration Forum in Melbourne.

Community PNetws:

CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal (previously held during the month of August) is on the
. weekend of May 2 & 3. There will be an extra third collection to be taken up after communion
(\ 7 CatholicCare atall Masses to support this vital cause. CatholicCare Victoria is the Church’s mission in action
‘ // o VICTORIA . empowering communities and building strength and resilience, to enable everyone to reach
S Sttt Geemmt heir full potential and live life to the full. You can donate using the appeal envelope available in
our parish, donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515.

+ FREE DIGITAL LITERACY & ONLINE SAFETY TRAINING: Session 2 of our training will be on Friday April 24, 1pm at the Parish
Community Centre. The focus of this training is to provide guidance & support for participants in becoming secure, confident, and
independent when using digital services - especially in recognising and avoiding online scams. All most Welcome.

+ PERMANENT DIACONATE INFORMATION SESSION 2 MAY 2026: The annual May information session has been scheduled
on Saturday May 2 from 10am-11.30am. Venue: Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Pde, East Melbourne. The
Permanent Diaconate is open to single and married men, aged between 30 and the 50s, who want to serve God and the Church
as ordained ministers. It is an ordained ministry of service. The information session is open to everyone interested in learning
more about the permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous sessions, you are also welcome to attend this
session. It is an opportunity to further discern your vocation. Wives most welcome. If you are interested or for more enquiries,
please contact Deacon Kevin Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish, but if you forget, then just turn
up on Saturday morning. All are Welcome.

o BUILDING THE SYNODAL WAY TOGETHER We are invited to continue growing as a Church that listens, learns, and walks
together. The Synodal Way calls each of us—clergy, religious, and lay—to participate actively in discernment and dialogue,
guided by the Holy Spirit. In the coming weeks, we will focus on deepening our commitment to:

« Listening with an open heart to the experiences, hopes, and concerns of others.

« Engaging in meaningful conversation, grounded in respect, humility, and prayer.

« Strengthening our sense of communion, recognising Christ at the centre of our shared mission.

 Discerning pathways forward, so that our parish and wider Church can respond more faithfully to the needs of our time.
Reflection question: How can we deepen our understanding of synodality in our parish life? We ask for your prayers as we

gather to discern and plan for the work of the Synod. If you would like to become involved in the preparation toward the
Melbourne Synod please email: Synod2026@cam.org.au

o AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: Middle East Emergency Appeal. Is calling for urgent prayer and support for Christian
communities affected by war in the Middle East. Your help will provide emergency food packages, support parishes
sheltering displaced families, keep schools running, and supply vital medical and pastoral care. To learn more or give
today, please scan the QR code or visit www.rebrand.ly/EmergencyAppeal.

‘At the heart of who we are is not all the buildings but the person of Jesus Christ, who enters into our lives
and who we then share with others." ARCHBISHOP PETER A COMENSOLL




With very good reason, the story of the road to Emmaus is thought to be the best parallel we have in the New Testament to our
weekly celebration of the Eucharist. This idea could be a little surprising for some who might think the Last Supper would hold more
similarities. Luke, however, reminds his community, who are like us, that even though they, like us, are prevented from seeing
Jesus, they can still have a life-changing experience of his presence.

The disciples are on a journey of faith and Jesus meets them where they are, as they are. This is a critical detail in the story. Jesus
listens to their expectations, hopes and disappointments and only after they have expressed the reality of their situation, does Christ
open the scriptures to them. In doing so he takes their disillusionment and enables them to see the connections with the story of
salvation. This leads them to hope. Even then, they do not recognise who Jesus is until he breaks the bread and in that action he is
revealed as the one in whom they had been hoping. This experience drives them back to Jerusalem to witness to the power of
Christ's resurrection.

Every Sunday as part of our journey of faith we embark on our road to Emmaus. There is never any point in us coming here
pretending to be different from how we actually feel and who we are. God sees our hearts and minds and wants to meet us in the
midst of our lives, whatever they may be like. The Emmaus story teaches us that Jesus firstly wants to listen to us before he wants
us to listen to Him.

Emmaus, however, was not just about the disciples and their lives, in the same way that the Eucharist is not just about our lives
either. Christ opens the scriptures to us each week so that we can make sense of our experience, see the ways in which God is
present and absent and recognise our own foolishness. As with the Emmaus disciples, we are welcomed to the table of the Lord
where we recognise Christ in the breaking of the bread and the pouring of the cup. This meal enables us to go out from here and
proclaim to all we meet that Christ is risen.

One of the things the Church values most deeply is its connection to the experience of the earliest Church. And rightly so. It's a
great  privilege for us to recall that what we do here each Sunday is built upon the faith and weekly celebration of countless
generations.

And though, appropriately, many things can be different in various cultural settings for the Eucharist throughout the world, several
elements always stay the same. It is the Risen Christ who accompanies us, listens to us, opens our minds to the scriptures, hosts us
at his table, and sends us out to tell the world that He has been raised from the dead.

This is the best way to understand ourselves as ‘traditional Catholics’. We share with thousands of generations the same fire of
God's faithful love burning in our hearts as we are welcomed here each week, are listened to, taught, nourished and sent out to do
our bit for the coming of Christ’s Kingdom.

© Richard Leonard SJ

Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian Catholic Media Council
and a film critic for all the major Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in cinema studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in
cinema and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and has been a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the University of Melbourne, a visiting
scholar within the School of Theatre, Film and Television at UCLA and is visiting professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is an
Honorary Fellow of the Australian Catholic University, has lectured widely and is the author of numerous books.

One of the remarkable things about the Risen Jesus is that his friends and followers almost always fail to recognise him at first. In
the instance on the road to Emmaus, two of the disciples are walking the road feeling sorry for themselves when Jesus joins them. It
is, perhaps, an experience that is not unfamiliar in our own lives: so absorbed by what is happening to us that we fail to recognise
the presence of Christ walking the journey with us — in spirit or in the guise of someone around us. Jesus allows the disciples to
share their woes and their grief and then he slowly but surely relates all of what had happened to the scriptures and demonstrates to
the disciples that the events of the previous few days were all part of God’s plan. The disciples felt that their hopes and beliefs had
been misplaced in Jesus; he hadn't delivered all that they had dreamed. But the Risen Jesus makes them realise that their hopes
were not misplaced; they were right to trust and hope in Jesus and that belief will still bear fruit.

It is not until Jesus re-enacts the Last Supper breaking of bread that the disciples suddenly recognise him, but at that moment of
recognition, Jesus vanishes from their midst. It must have been tantalising and frustrating for the two disciples — when they finally
realised who they had been talking with and they could celebrate his presence Jesus disappeared. But the truth of what they had
realised didn’t abandon them. They reminded one another of the passion they had felt: ‘Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked
to us on the road? They are saying to each other, how stupid must we have been not to recognise Jesus? Only he could make us
feel like that!

© Greg Sunter

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and
Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of
books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His
areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.




