st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634
Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298
St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412
As A CoMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: e
RECENT DEATHS:  Veronika Spiranovic; Jacinta Pankhurst; Hendrika van Gemert; Jose Ferreira (Portugal) ol B b W

ANNIVERSARIES: Hannah Barr; Marianna Mamone; Angelo Negro; Steven, Jack & Robert Cummins;
Maria Montalto (1 year anniversary) rPAx

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean; Jacinta Fernando (Sri
Lanka); Olimpia Louro (Portugal)

LEST WE Anzac Day—April 25, 2026

] i ‘....as we that are left grow old;

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

)

We will remember them......

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER PARISH PRAYER:
26 April 2026 - (Year A) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth: youth to grow in strength as good Christians.

by the word of the Lord the heavens were

, Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant
made, alleluia.

health, to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.
May we grow stronger in faith and may our love for one another

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: : i [ivi
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want. become deeper in our daily living.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Amen.

Alleluia, alleluial PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:

| am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

| know my sheep, and mine know me. Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our

mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to

Alleluial know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.

' ) . For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call
TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: many to be priests and religious.
1st:  Acts 2:14; 36-41 1st:  Acts: 6:1-7 Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
2nd: 1 Peter 2:20-25 2nd: 1 Peter2:4-9 persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Gospel: John 10: 1-10 Gospel: John 14: 1-12 Amen.




Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!

St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and
must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the
Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY

(1st Sunday of the Month)
Ss PETER & PAUL’'S - 5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT - 11AM
Commentators P McGlinchey C Nielson
Lectors P Balkin M Kroger
Special Ministers P Webb M Kroger
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist M Carson A Zarb
Co-Ordinator M Gifford, 5229 1656
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators J Siketa
Lectors M Bird, S Costa
Special Ministers E Karakchi; B Kline; S Fernando
Welcomers K McArthur
Projectionist C Resciniti
Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong

St Michael's Parish at Prayer

WEEKEND MASSES:
Holy Family, Bell Park: Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:

English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm
Croatian 11.30am Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.

BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:

Tuesday Meditation Group 5.30pm Parish Community Centre

Legion of Mary ~ 10.00am Parish Community Centre
Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY:
Our Lady'’s statue is ready to be taken to your home call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505.
We will collect Our Lady’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY: The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am. in the St Michael’s Parish Meeting room, next to
Holy Family Church.




Youth Fundrunising Events:
Our youth are preparing to attend World Youth Day 2027 in South Korea,
and will be leading fundraising initiatives in the coming months.
We would greatly appreciate your support
and kindly ask parishioners to contribute with cash where possible.
Thank you for your generosity!

' I~
April 26—Mini market... July 26—Raffle "&(ﬁ;‘? y
May 31—Lolly guessing jar August 30—Face painting/balloon animal making Fau s -
June 28—Bake sale September 27—Live music w
St Michael’s Petws:

+ ROSARY AT ALL WEEKEND MASSES: Beginning next weekend and throughout the month of May, the Rosary will be recited
15 minutes prior to the beginning of Mass in honour of Our Lady.

+ GOOD SHEPHARD SUNDAY: This Sunday we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday - the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
You may like to make a prayer each day for more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. Perhaps there is a young
person you may know to pray for by name this week.

+ NATIONAL COUNT FOR ATTENDANCE 2026: The annual National Count of Attendance at our weekend Masses begins next
weekend of May 2&3 and go over four weekends of May 2&3; 9&10; 16&17; 23&24.

+ HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GROUP: You are warmly invited to join us for lunch on Monday 4th May 12.30pm at The Shell Club,
76 Purnell Rd, Corio. All welcome!

¢ CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next
Cuppa at Holy Spirit Church on Sunday May 10 (Mother’s Day) after the 11am Mass.

+ CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm May 12 & 26. Contact Debbie on 0409 416 946.

¢ FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: This program is for children Grade 4 or above, who attend non-Catholic
primary schools, are Catholic and completed their First Reconciliation. The course to run over 5 Sunday morning sessions from
8.45am-10am beginning on May 3. There will also be 1 after school practice session prior to the First Eucharist Mass.
Enrolments close on Apr 27. For enrolments or to enquire about the program, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

+ PARISH ADMINISTRATION FORUM: The parish office will be closed on Tuesday May 5 as Bernadette will be attending the
Archdiocese - Parishes’ Administration Forum in Melbourne.

Community Netws:

+ CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal is next weekend of May 2 & 3. There will be an extra
third collection to be taken up after communion at all Masses to support this vital cause. \ holi
CatholicCare Vic is the Church’s mission in action- empowering communities and building g Catho ISETE(])!;&

strength and resilience, to enable everyone to reach their full potential and live life to the full.
You can donate using the appeal envelope available in our parish, donate online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515.

F
\ 5/ Strengthening families & communiis

+ PERMANENT DIACONATE INFORMATION SESSION 2 MAY 2026: The annual May information session has been scheduled
on Saturday May 2 from 10am-11.30am. Venue: Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Pde, East Melbourne.
The Permanent Diaconate is open to single and married men, aged between 30 and the 50s, who want to serve God and the
Church as ordained ministers. It is an ordained ministry of service. The information session is open to everyone interested in
learning more about the permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous sessions, you are also welcome to attend
this session. It is an opportunity to further discern your vocation. Wives most welcome. If you are interested or for more
enquiries, please contact Deacon Kevin Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish, but if you forget, then
just turn up on Saturday morning. All are Welcome.

o AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: Middle East Emergency Appeal. Is calling for urgent prayer and support for Christian
communities affected by war in the Middle East. Your help will provide emergency food packages, support parishes
sheltering displaced families, keep schools running, and supply vital medical and pastoral care. To learn more or give
today, please scan the QR code or visit www.rebrand.ly/EmergencyAppeal.

‘At the heart of who we are is not all the buildings but the person of Jesus Christ, who enters into our lives
and who we then share with others." ARCHBISHOP PETER A COMENSOLL




| have a friend who is a great lover of classical music. His knowledge of it is vast. He only needs to hear a few bars of most musical works
and he confidently declares, ‘Mozart's Piano Concerto in A’ or ‘Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring'. He’s always right.

Another of his superfluous, but amusing gifts is to pick the singer. He can hear a soprano and declare it to be Callas, Te Kanawa or
Sutherland. He knows which of the three Tenors is belting out that particular top C. Again, he’s almost always right. What intrigues me
about this gift is that he remembers the timbres of each voice, not just the famous ones, but some rather obscure soloists as well. It helps
that he has listened to the sound of these voices for years. It's the same with recognising the voice of Christ — it comes with practice and
exposure to it.

In our world there are a multitude of voices clamouring for attention. The loudest or the longest voices we hear are not always the wisest
ones. Jesus invites us to attune our listening to the sound of his voice so that even if it is faintly heard amidst the noise, we can lift our
heads, turn our gaze and walk towards it.

More than ever, there are some voices which entice us away from the Gospel. We are told that it is impossible to be happy unless we are
wealthy. Impossible to be fulfilled unless we are sexually active with several partners. Impossible to be free unless we answer to no one.

And in this crowded marketplace the voice of Jesus keeps saying the same thing it's been saying for two thousand years. Happiness is
found in sharing what we can with the poor, in being faithful and loving in all our relationships and in surrendering our freedom to the
service of His kingdom of justice and peace.

The problem is not that Jesus should yell more loudly, it is that at crucial moments in our lives when we have to make important decisions,
we close our ears. We refuse to listen to any other voice except that one that reinforces the destructive decision we want to make. Jesus
reminds us in today's Gospel that this choice can be a moment of death. What his call offers is life and life abundantly. But at various
times we blot it out and tune our hearing elsewhere.

There are, however, at least two times in our lives when we respond immediately to the sound of a loving voice: as a baby and in old age.
A parent's voice soothes and reassures a baby like no other. Look at how a screaming child calms down as a mother nurses it. Look at
how a loved one's voice comforts and gives confidence to an older person when they are distressed or disoriented.

What wonderful images these very human moments provide in terms of hearing the voice of the Good Shepherd. At the moment of our
death, in the midst of all the other sounds we hear as we leave this world we will hear Christ's voice — soothing, reassuring, comforting
and confident. And at that moment we will do what we have tried to do always all our lives — we will walk straight toward it.

Now that will be life, and life abundantly.
© Richard Leonard SJ

The fourth Sunday of Easter is sometimes known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In the three different cycles of the liturgical year, the gospel
on this Sunday comes from John, chapter 10 — an extended discourse by Jesus on the image of himself as the good shepherd. This year
the reading is the beginning of the chapter and stops just immediately before the words, ‘| am the good shepherd’.

Our understanding of this whole image and the scene that is set in today’s passage is very dependent upon a contextual understanding of
the times. Whilst shepherds were generally regarded as being little better than criminals, they often put their lives in danger to tend to their
flocks. Of a night time, several flocks of sheep would be penned in a communal sheepfold, usually made of stone walls. There was only
one entrance to the sheepfold and one of the shepherds would effectively become the gate by sleeping across the entranceway. This was
to keep the sheep in but also to guard against thieves. Thieves might climb over the wall into the sheepfold but the sheep were trained to
respond to their shepherd’s voice alone so thieves could only steal what sheep they could carry off or those that were not sufficiently
trained to their shepherd’s commands.

When Jesus described himself as the gate of the sheepfold, his audience would have immediately understood the analogy. For a
shepherd to become the gate to the sheepfold of a night was to risk his life for not only his own sheep but all the sheep in the fold
overnight. It took courage and demonstrated utter commitment.

© Greg Sunter

Prayer for Good Shepherd Sunday

Loving Shepherd,

You call each of us by name and lead us with gentle strength.

When the path feels uncertain, You guide our steps;

when our hearts grow weary, You restore our souls.

Teach us to listen for Your voice above the noise of the world,

to trust Your care when shadows fall, and to follow You into places of peace and abundance.
May we, in turn, reflect Your compassion—seeking the lost, tending the wounded,

and walking together as one flock under Your care.

Amen.




