st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:

OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634
Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298
St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412
As A CoMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR: it
RECENT DEATHS:  George Reed; Philip Joshap Perera (Sri Lanka); Fr Peter Foley . ) &

ANNIVERSARIES: Vivica Sariego; Angelina De Palma; Anne McGlinchey; Kitty Millns

BAPTISMS: Edward & Harrison Billington; Wilkie McKenzie; Louis Roberts; Teddy & Margon Ross

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean; Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka);
Olimpia Louro (Portugal)

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!

St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and
must also be accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’'s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the
Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER PARISH PRAYER:
03 May 2026 - (Year A) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our

O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has youth to grow in strength as good Christians.

worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he

o , Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant
has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

health, to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.
May we grow stronger in faith and may our love for one another

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: ; i [iv
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. become deeper in our daily living.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Amen.
Aleluia, alleluia! PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
| am the way, tthet;t}rutp, %nd the I|fe{ tsﬁys tr;]e Lord, Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our
Rﬂ c|>n§ pomes fo Ihe Faiher, except frotgh me. mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to
eluia: know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.
. ) . For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call
TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: many to be priests and religious.
1st:  Acts:6:1-7 1st:  Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
2nd: 1 Peter2:4-9 2nd: 1 Peter 3: 15-18 persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Gospel: John 14: 1-12 Gospel: John 14:15-21 Amen.




May is the month of Mary

S The month of May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. May is a month of growth, when nature is
§ reborn. This month normally belongs to the Easter season, between Easter and Pentecost. Many Catholics may be

aware that May is consecrated to Mary, but it may be unclear why this month was selected for this particular

distinction. Other months have more important feasts dedicated to Our Lady, such as August (Feast of the

@ Assumption) and December (Feast of the Inmaculate Conception). What is it about this month that makes it a fitting

time to reflect on the Virgin Mary’s role in salvation and to honour her as the Mother of God?

ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(2nd Sunday of the Month)
Ss PETER & PAUL’S—5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT—11AM
Commentators M Gifford L Strzelecki
Lectors R Perera ; J Lewis M Martin
Special Ministers P McGlinchey Holy Angels Sisters
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist M Carson R Martin
Co-Ordinator M Gifford
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentator K Saunders
Lectors D Lunn, A Negro
Special Ministers J Genova, C Marcantonio; H Verdnik
Welcomers V O’Malley; S Jouana
Projectionist C Resciniti
Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong
St Michael’s Parish at Prayer

WEEKEND MASSES:
Holy Family, Bell Park: ~ Holy Spirit, Manifold Hts: Ss Peter & Paul’s, Geelong West:

English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm
Croatian 11.30am Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.
BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:
Tuesday Meditation Group 5.30pm Parish Community Centre

Legion of Mary ~ 10.00am Parish Community Centre
Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY:
Our Lady'’s statue is ready to be taken to your home call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505.
We will collect Our Lady’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY: The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am. in the St Michael’s Parish Meeting room, next to
Holy Family Church.




Youth Fundrunising Events:
Our youth are preparing to attend World Youth Day 2027 in South Korea,
and will be leading fundraising initiatives in the coming months.
We would greatly appreciate your support
and kindly ask parishioners to contribute with cash where possible.
Thank you for your generosity!

'/ =,
May 31—Lolly guessing jar June 28—Bake sale —"53““‘5? >
July 26—Raffle August 30—Face painting/balloon animal making Fau s -
September 27—Live music w
St Michael’s Petws:

+ THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES: There is a set of envelopes for all weekly and monthly contributors in the foyer today. They are
in order alphabetically by SURNAME. If you can’t see your set of envelopes, please contact the parish office. If pledge information
on your receipt needs to be updated, contact Bernadette at the Parish office on 5278 1343 or email bellpark@cam.org.au. Thank
you for your continuing regular support.

+ ROSARY AT ALL WEEKEND MASSES: Beginning next weekend and throughout the month of May, the Rosary
will be recited 20 minutes prior to the beginning of Mass in honour of Our Lady.

+ MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL FLOWERS: The Holy Angels Sisters will have bouquets of flowers available to
purchase next Sunday May 10 after the 9am Mass at Holy Family Church.

+ NATIONAL COUNT FOR ATTENDANCE 2026: The annual National Count of Attendance begins this weekend
and goes over four weekends.

+ HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GROUP: You are warmly invited to join us for lunch this Monday 4th May 12.30pm at The Shell Club,
76 Purnell Rd, Corio. All welcome!

¢ CUPPA & CHAT: After the 9am Mass and every Thursday after the 9.15am daily Mass in the Parish Community Centre. Next
Cuppa at Holy Spirit Church on Sunday May 10 (Mother’s Day) after the 11am Mass.

¢ CUPPA-CRAFT FRIENDSHIP GROUP: All welcome. BYO craft; 2-4pm May 12 & 26. Contact Debbie on 0409 416 946.

g TAIZE SERVICES: At St. Michael's Parish, Holy Spirit Church Manifold Heights! We warmly invite everyone to join us
for the next Taizé service on Thursday, May 21, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Come and rest in the presence of the Lord. All are
welcome!

[)’qy.pcaCC

+ FIRST EUCHARIST SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: Today we welcome and pray for the children from the Parish Sacramental

Group as they begin classes in preparation for their First Eucharist in June.

+ PARISH ADMINISTRATION FORUM: The parish office will be closed this coming Tuesday May 5 as Bernadette will be
attending the Archdiocese - Parishes’ Administration Forum in Melbourne.

Community FPews:

+ CATHOLIC CARE VIC SUNDAY APPEAL: This weekend at all Masses there will be an extra third
collection to be taken up after communion Sto support this vital cause. CatholicCare Vic is the \~ CatholicCare
Church’s mission in action- empowering communities and building strength and resilience, to enable 1 VICTORIA

everyone to reach their full potential and live life to the full. You can donate using the appeal envelope —— "t
available in our parish, donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515.

+ ST.BERNARD’S ANNUAL BOOK FAIR: Sunday 17 May 2026 from 8am to 2pm. Clairvaux School Hall, Reynalds Rd.
Belmont. Huge selection of second-hand books - fiction, no-fiction & children’s books, jigsaw puzzles, DVDs & CDs- all at
bargain prices. Fresh baked goods from Cake Stall.

+ GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS CLUB: You are warmly invited to join us for a social get-together for food and friends at our dinner in
May. Date: Tuesday 12 May 2026; 6.00pm at the Great Western Hotel, “Western Room” access from the bar, cnr Aberdeen St &
Shannon Ave, Newtown. Cost: Purchase of meals and drinks at your own cost. If you do wish to come to the dinner, please phone or
text Joan 0429215111 or Michael 0431959584 by Friday May 8. We need to know numbers for our booking.

‘At the heart of who we are is not all the buildings but the person of Jesus Christ, who enters into our lives
and who we then share with others." ARCHBISHOP PETER A COMENSOLL




For many people ‘going home’, means a return to comfort and security.

In the best homes children are unafraid, they know that their home is a buffer against some harsh realities beyond the door. As adults we
carry that desire for security into all the various homes in which we live.

When we reflect on our childhood homes many of us can say of it what Jesus says of himself. It was the first place almost all of us learnt
about ‘The Way'. The earliest Christians were called people of The Way. It's a rich image denoting that Christianity is not an idea, it's a
way of living, a path to follow.

For better or worse one of the distinctive features of most of our homes is that it's also where we are told ‘The Truth’. Sometimes that
deflates our egos or means we hear things we would rather not listen to. But hopefully the comfort and love which accompanies this truth
telling comes from the ease and care in the relationships at home. Our family doesn'’t pull any punches with the truth because they know
us too well and love us too much.

Most adults also remember their childhood houses as lively. ‘The Life’ in our homes was about the buzz of children going to and from
school, various friends calling in, the reign of organised chaos where space was claimed and a position defended. Minor dramas were
never far away and life was lived to the full.

It's not by accident that the image of Jesus preparing us a house and being the Way, the Truth and the Life are put together in today's
Gospel. In another part of John's gospel Jesus goes further in describing himself as our master builder, as our home and even our lodger.
We are told to make a home in him as he makes a home in us. What a terrific image of the intimacy Christ wants to share with us, and we
with him!

The best homes, however, do not just protect and keep their occupants safe for eternity. A home is a means to an end, which is to give us
the stability and sanity we need to keep going out to the world beyond it. In the same way, our home of faith with Jesus enables us to keep
going out to a sometimes hostile world and share with others the Way, the Truth and the Life that sustains us. In a world where 70% of all
people have substandard housing and millions of displaced people have to create homes wherever they are, we have our work cut out for
us.

The Way we follow is about justice, development and peace for all people everywhere and not just the select few who can build the
biggest mansions on earth. We are invited to keep speaking the Truth even if that makes us unpopular or different or at odds with the
majority. And we have to keep living the Life which sees that our greatest joy comes from human dignity being celebrated everywhere.

If all Christians lived out this Way, Truth and Life we would, by His grace, fulfil Jesus’ extraordinary prophecy that we could do greater
works than He did. Now that's a challenge to take with us into the coming week!

© Richard Leonard SJ

The gospel readings for this week and next week shift the focus away from the resurrection and begin to set us up for the departure of
Jesus from the earth — the Ascension — and the sending of the Holy Spirit — the Pentecost event.

Today’s gospel passage comes from the very long Last Supper discourse in the gospel of John. When Jesus speaks about ‘going away’
for a time it could be interpreted as the period of his death and rising that are about to occur in the chronology of the story. However, the
gospel of John is written a very long time after the death of Jesus; perhaps as much as 70 years after Jesus. Given this period of time
between the events and the writing, we know that the writer was also referring to this longer time of Jesus ‘going away’. By the time of the
writing of this gospel the early Christians were starting to come to terms with the fact that Jesus probably wasn’t going to return in their
lifetime. They had seen the devastating destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Romans in 70CE which they thought had
signalled the end of all time. However, here they were, still alive and still no sign of Jesus’ return.

The theme of being present and being absent is very strong in this gospel. The discussion about Jesus and the Father being one is part of
this theme. Jesus is God present in the world. God has come to dwell among the people. When Jesus speaks of preparing rooms in the
Father's house, it is a reference to preparing the disciples to ‘live’ in God; to dwell in God just as God has dwelt in the people.

Living the Gospel - The Way, the Truth and the Life

When Thomas asks, ‘we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus answers by saying, ‘l am the Way, the
Truth and the Life.” The reader of the gospel has known this truth all along from the opening line of the gospel, ‘In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." Our aim, as Christian people, is to be one with God, not only by sharing in the
resurrection but also in the way we live. Jesus makes clear that the way to be with God is by following his example.

Historical Context - It is for the best...

At the time of this gospel’s writing, some 70 years after the events it describes, amazing things have taken place in the early Christian
community. Rather than everything falling apart with the death of Jesus, the message of Jesus has spread further than he himself could
ever have accomplished. It is the departure of Jesus from their midst and the sending of the Spirit that really prompts the disciples to act
on what they had experienced while Jesus lived among them. The gospel writer has Jesus saying that he has to go away so that the
disciples can reach their potential.

© Greg Sunter




