st Michael's Parish

Incorporating the Churches of Holy Family Bell Park, Ss Peter & Paul's Geelong West & Holy Spirit Manifold Hts.

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Minh Tran Web Page Address:
OFFICE: 147 Separation St Bell Park 3215. Phone: 5278 1343 www.stmichaelsbellpark.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm & Fri: 9am-3pm www.facebook.com/michaelparish.st
Email: bellpark@cam.org.au

PARISH SECRETARY: Bernadette Bilogrevic Email: bellpark@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343
PASTORAL WORKER: Kanisha Tantanouvong Email: kanisha.tantan@cam.org.au Phone 5278 1343
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: Holy Family Peter Brunt Separation St, Bell Park Phone: 5278 4634

Holy Spirit Rachel Holdsworth Minerva Rd Manifold Hts Phone 5229 8298

St Patrick’s Luke Sheehan Petrel St, Geelong West Phone 5229 4412

As A COMMUNITY WE PRAY FOR:

RECENT DEATHS:  Elizabeth Nicolandos; Ana Jelicanin; Lilian Macleod i S
ANNIVERSARIES: Ana Trupkovic; Eileen Doherty; Fr. Hugh McDonald (RAN) e

PRAY FOR THE SICK: Hugo Riedl; Fr Prakash Cutinha; Denise Pollard; Nhan Phan; Stephen Dean; Jacinta Fernando (Sri Lanka);
Olimpia Louro (Portugal);

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!
St Michael's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and adults.
Through our behaviour, we show we are followers of Jesus who cares for all the children, the vulnerable
- Children are special and will always be welcome in our Church -

- All children have the right to express their views openly and honestly in all matters affecting them,
and also to respect other people’s views -
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office on 5278 1343.

A REMINDER: Children are to be supervised by their parent/ guardian at all times whilst on church property, and must also be
accompanied to the toilet area by a parent or guardian!

In the spirit of reconciliation, St Michael’'s Parish acknowledges the living culture of the Wathaurong People, the
Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY PARISH PRAYER:

31 May 2026 - (Year A) God our Father, bless this parish so that we may love you more.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Help the parents to be a good example to the children and our
Blest be God the Father, youth to grow in strength as good Christians.
and the Only Begotten Son of God, Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant
and also the Holy Spirit, . health, to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow, joy.
for he has shown us his merciful love. May we grow stronger in faith and may our love for one another
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:- become deeper in our daily living.
Glory and praise for ever! Amen.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
to God who is, who was, and who is to come.

Alleluia!

TODAY'S READINGS NEXT WEEK’S READINGS:
1st: Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9 1st:  Deut 8: 2-3, 14-16

2nd: 2 Corinth 13:11-13 2nd: 1 Corinth 10; 16-17

Gospel: John 3:16-18 Gospel: John 6:51-58

Heavenly Father, help us to respond to and live out our
mission in the Church, and in the world. Help all your people to
know their vocation in life and assist them to live it well.

For your greater glory and for the service of your people, call
many to be priests and religious.

Give those whom you call the grace to respond generously and to
persevere faithfully. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.




For Yamikani*, getting to school means walking
long distances in pain, often without enough food
or strength to make the journey. For many families

ONE'I‘H&]HIEIST in vulnerable and remote areas like rural Malawi,
g * education has become animpossible choice.
mﬂﬂ But there is hope. Led by Fr Matthew Semba, a
lmmns OF‘““‘\ » new primary school is being built, offering children

a safe place tolearn, grow, and look ahead with
renewed possibility.

This World Mission Month, you are invited to share
in this mission, standing with families as they
rebuild their lives and create a brighter future for
their children.

Freecall: 1800 257 296

catholicmission.org.au/united *Name changed for privacy
ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(1st Sunday of the Month)
Ss PETER & PAUL’'S - 5.00PM HOLY SPIRIT - 11AM
Commentators P McGlinchey C Nielson
Lectors P Balkin M Kroger
Special Ministers P Webb M Kroger
Welcomers L Fossey
Projectionist M Carson A Zarb
Co-Ordinator M Gifford
HOLY FAMILY 9.00AM
Commentators J Siketa
Lectors M Bird, S Costa
Special Ministers xexxx- B Kline; S Fernando
Welcomers K McArthur
Projectionist C Resciniti
Co-Ordinator K Tantanouvong

St Michael’s Parish at Prayer

WEEKEND MASSES:

HoLY FAMILY, BELL PARK: HoLy SPIRIT, MANIFOLD HTS: Ss PETER & PAUL’S, GEELONG WEST:
English...9.00am Sunday 11am Sunday Saturday 5.00pm

Croatian 11.30am Sunday

Weekday Masses:
Holy Family: 9.15am Tuesday & Thursday (Followed by Novena to St Anthony),
8.45am (Rosary before Mass on Tues & Thurs )
Holy Spirit: 9.15am Wednesday & Friday. (Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)

Reconciliation after Friday Mass each week.
Baptisms: Please contact the Parish for new bookings

COMMUNAL PRAYER:

Tuesday Meditation Group ~ 5.30pm Parish Community Centre
Legion of Mary 10.00am Parish Community Centre

Friday Divine Mercy 3.00pm Holy Spirit Church

STATUE OF OUR LADY: Our Lady’s statue is ready to be taken to your home, call Cristita: 0435 780 716 or Vickie: 0401 213 505. We will
collect Our Lady’s statue, when you ask us.

LEGION OF MARY: The group meets after Mass every Tuesday at 10am in the Parish meeting room, next to Holy Family Church.




St Michael’s Petws:

+ MINISTERS OF THE WORD TRAINING WORKSHOP: Friday 12 June, 6-9pm AND Saturday 13 June, 9am-4pm at
St Mary of the Angels Parish (Upper Level, Pioneer Room),150 Yarra St, Geelong - (NB: these are continuous, not
repeated sessmns)

O
spiritual formation for those who minister Holy Communion. The in-person training is FREE and will be led by Cathy Murrowood, Liturgy
Educator at the ACU Centre for Liturgy, Paul Taylor, Assistant Director, ACU Centre for Liturgy. Please contact the Parish office by
June 4 if you would like to attend.

+ CATHOLIC MISSION ANNUAL PROPOGATION OF THE FAITH APPEAL: This year's appeal will take place in the Parish o
next weekend of June 6 & 7. There will be an extra third collection to be taken up after communion.

+ HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GROUP: You are warmly invited to join us for lunch this Monday 1st June 12.30pm at The Shell
Club, 76 Purnell Rd, Corio. All welcome!

+ PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: The Parish office will be closed on Monday June 8 due to the King’s Birthday Public Holiday.

—
Youlh Fundraising Events:  Our youth are preparing to attend World Youth Day 2027 y i
in South Korea, and will be leading fundraising initiatives in the coming months.
We would greatly appreciate your support and kindly ask parishioners to contribute with cash where

possible. Thank you for your generosity!
May 31—Lolly guessing jar this Sunday  June 28—Bake sale
July 26—Raffle August 30—Face painting/balloon animal making
September 27—Live music

Community Netvs:

+ CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION: Parishioners are warmly invited to participate in the annual Corpus Christi Procession to be held
on Sunday, June 7 2026, Commencing at 2.00pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne. Following a time of Eucharistic adoration
within the Cathedral, the procession with the Blessed Sacrament will make its way through the streets of the city to Federation Square
for Benediction.

+ MEREDITH PARISH FUNDRAISING AFTERNOON OF MUSIC & DANCE: Join us for a joyful afternoon of music, dance, and
fellowship as we raise funds for our Parish Office and Mission Centre. This Sunday May 31 from 12noon-5pm at the Lara Hall—
1A Flinders Ave, Lara. Tickets: $20. Bring your family and friends and be part of this special parish event! For more information,
contact St Joseph Parish, Meredith (03) 5286 1230 or email: Meredith@cam.org.au.

+ GEELONG CATHOLIC DINERS CLUB: You are warmly invited to join us for a social get-together for food and friends at our dinner on
Tuesday June 9, 2026 at the Great Western Hotel, cnr Aberdeen St & Shannon Ave, Newtown. If you wish to attend, please contact
or text Joan 0429 215 111 or Michael 0431 959 584 by Friday June 5. We need to know numbers for our booking.

+ GEELONG POLISH COMMUNITY: Is celebrating the 75th Anniversary of Migration of Poles to Geelong with a special dinner and
captivating photo exhibition showcasing the lives, stories and contributions of Polish migrants in our local community. All are most
welcome. Saturday June 20, 6pm at White Eagle House, 46-48 Fellmongers Rd, Breakwater. Tickets can be purchased via trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/DLYOB or at White Eagle House, reception@whiteeaglehouse.com.au.

+2026 CIRCLE OF MERCY PL: Join us as we explore how we can embody a spirit of hope and provide a sanctuary of Mercy to all we
encounter. Tuesday 2 June, 6:00-7:30pm and the cost is free.
REGISTRATION: This PL will be offered via Google Meet and is recognised for accreditation. Teaching staff should register via CECV's
TAP (link in flyer). Non-teaching staff are asked to register via Trybooking. GOOGLE MEET LINK: https://meet.google.com/zsh-wgzj-bou

+ LIFEBOAT GEELONG - CAN YOU HELP VICTIMS OF CHURCH - RELATED ABUSE? - A MESSAGE FROM FR KEVIN DILLON:
‘For fourteen years, generous supporters have donated a number of motor vehicles of varied value (from $500 to $20,000), including
cars from deceased estates or which are no longer required. Some have been directly gifted to a victim/survivor in need, while others
have been sold to generate funds required to assist victims in a multitude of ways (counselling, rent, utilities and other domestic and
personal necessities).

You could help this important work simply by bringing it to the attention of people who might consider donating an unwanted motor
vehicle, such as a car from a deceased estate or which, for whatever reason, is no longer required.

Also, since the “Lifeboat Car Project” began in 2020, one single dedicated volunteer has overseen the process, which includes working
with the donor to organise a Roadworthy Certificate and assisting recipients or purchases of the vehicle with the required documentation
for Vicroads. He now needs a rest—or at least some help!

Lifeboat also needs a few people who are reasonably familiar with the usual car transfer regulations to assist donors of vehicles (and
potential buyers) to negotiate the formal processes. If you or someone you know could help (maximum involvement with four cars per
year), please contact Fr. Kevin Dillon (0421 777 360 or frkdillon@outlook.com.au) for more information’.



mailto:Meredith@cam.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeet.google.com%2Fzsh-wqzj-bou&data=05%7C02%7Ccluster%40cam.org.au%7C686fec801d1945400d6f08debaf34f02%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639153751674136447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ

Reflection by Richard Leonard SJ:

Years ago | was asked to take a parish-based catechetics class for children from a government primary school. | started by trying to work
out how much the children knew about the basics. | asked, ‘When we make the sign of the cross, what do we say?* ‘Father, Son and Holy
Spirit’ came the firm reply. So far so good! | tried upping the bar. ‘What do we call the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?’ There was complete
silence. | tried another track. ‘What do you think of when you make the Sign of the Cross?’ There was an awkward silence and then a
bright little boy cheerily said, ‘The old man, the young fella and the bird!’

No one can blame those children for the poverty of their images of the Trinity. Many older Catholics have similar images from paintings
and holy pictures. The mystery of the Trinity means that in whatever way we portray God as Father, Son and Spirit it will always be
inadequate and incomplete. No one has ever seen God or the Holy Spirit. No one has a portrait of Jesus. All the images and words we
use for the Trinity are more a reflection of our faith than the final word about God. God is always more than any name we use or any
concept we have. The special insight into God we celebrate today is that relationships are at the very centre of who God is.

It took the early Christians four hundred years to fully grasp what Jesus was on about when he spoke of his relationship to the Father and
Spirit. They struggled to understand how and why God would have three faces and yet exist as One Being — love as One, act as One.
They settled the ‘how’ of the Trinity’s nature by teaching us that the persons of the Trinity are co-equal, co-substantial and co-eternal.
They settled the ‘why’ of the Trinity by reflecting that their experience of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit was an encounter of love. They
knew the core of God was not an idea or a principle, but was a loving relationship. Furthermore, the early Christians knew that they were
invited into this relationship.

What was true for them is true for us. Think about this for a minute: we believe that the God who creates, redeems and sustains the world
seeks us out and invites us into a loving relationship. This is what gives us our greatest dignity and urges us on to share this message with
everyone we meet. What a privilege! What an invitation! What a God!

It also follows that if relationships are at the core of God then, for those of us who accept the invitation into the Trinity's embrace,
relationships are meant to be our core business too. We are not to be isolated believers or private disciples. The degree to which we
understand today's feast will be shown in the care we take in our many and varied relationships, be they social, intimate, professional,
civic or international.

Every time we do anything to form new and good relationships, mend those which are broken, help other relationships to be deeper and
richer or just enjoy the ones we have, we discover one thing: Trinity Sunday is a moveable feast.

© Richard Leonard SJ

Reflection by Greg Sunter:

The readings selected for Trinity Sunday provide an opportunity to reflect on the nature of God. Over recent weeks, we have celebrated
the Ascension and Pentecost — both of which reveal something about the nature of God through Jesus and the Spirit. Trinity Sunday is an
opportunity to celebrate the unity of God whom we acknowledge as Father, Son and Spirit. Today’s gospel reminds us that there is a
seamless continuity between the different experiences of God. Although we sometimes regard the God of the Old Testament as judging
and vengeful, today reminds us that God is, was, and always will be a God of love. The gospel reminds us that ‘God loved the world so
much that he gave his only Son.’ Love is the characteristic of God that is experienced as Father, Son and Spirit. God loved the world into
being and loved the people so much that God made a covenant relationship with them and repeatedly drew them back into that
relationship when they strayed. God loved the world and the people so much that God became physically present through Jesus as yet
another attempt to draw all people into an awareness of the loving relationship God desired for them. When Jesus could no longer remain
a physical presence in the world, God’s Spirit became more evident to continue the work of drawing people into that loving relationship
with God.

Rather than focusing on the mystery of the Trinitarian God, today is an opportunity to marvel at the single-mindedness of God who is so
determined to reveal the length and breadth of God'’s love to us. That revelation has been made manifest in different ways throughout time
but remains constant and unchanging.

Scriptural context - Trinity

At no point in the New Testament is the term ‘Trinity’ used. That understanding of the nature of God came much later. However, there are
a number of scriptural references that led to this theological understanding. The Annunciation, the baptism of Jesus and the great
commissioning of the disciples to baptise in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all examples of the three persons of God
being recognised or active in the gospels. Today’s second reading shows St Paul using the three experiences of God as a blessing of the
people of Corinth.

Living the Gospel - Sign of the Cross

Every time we bless ourselves or begin prayer with the sign of the cross, we reaffirm our belief in the Trinity. That seemingly simple
prayer, ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,’ is, in fact, a confirmation of our belief in a triune God — three in
one. The earliest use of the sign of the cross only involved tracing a small cross with the thumb or finger on the forehead as it is still done
in baptisms or blessings today. Later, describing the shape of the cross on forehead, abdomen and shoulders became the common
practice.

© Greg Sunter




